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Story of Freedom Struggle in Orissa is a short 
historical account of the important events and actions 
that had taken place in Orissa in the preindependent 
era and the contribution of the Oriyas in the great 
struggle tor Indian independence. The Oriyas who 
are famous as a heroic race plunged themselves into 
the mainstream of the national struggle like other 
Indians and fought against the British with a rare 
display of heroism and sacrifice. 

The book is divided into two parts captioning Re- 
gional Resistance Movement and All India Freedom 
struggle. 
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FOREWORD 


Orissa with a hoary antiquity is endowed with a 
multifaceted culture and there was a time when its 
peerage was acknowledged throughout the country. Its 
impact was also felt outside the country, namely, in 
Cylone and South-Esst Asian countries. As the land of 
Lord Purusottem this has been a plsce of pilgrimage 
over centuries for the Indians. When one peeps into the 
past history of Orissa one finds that this was a meeting- 
place of different religicus beliefs and cults. Throughout 
the ages, toleration of different religious beliefs and 
secular ideas as well were nurtured by the people of 
Orissa and in this background a composite culture, 
namely, the Orissen Culture, ceme into teirg. The 
achievements of Orissa in-different cultural fields, 
namely, art and erchitecture, literature etc. are of a 
very high standard. Being free from dogma, the Oriya 
people have develoved catholicity of outicok towearcs 
life and its various problems and have evolved an inte- 
grated culturg. Therefore, the study of the Orissan 
Heritage having its multifaceted pancramic view will te 
of great interest. 


The Orissa Sehitys Akademi had been considering 
for some time past to bring out some books on different 
aspects of the Orissan Heritage in English language with 
a view to making non-Criyas acquainted with the culture 
and heritage of Orissa. This idea has now taken shape 
and the Akademi is going to bring out about 10 volumes 
under the Orissan Heritege Series. The present book 
Story of Freedom Struggle in Orissa is one of ithem. 
it is hoped that this will fulfill the needs of the reacers 
who do not know Oriya and for that reason have. not 
been able to understand in full depth and details of the 
implications of what is known as the multicoloured 
heritage of Orissa. 

Mohapatra Nilamani Sahoo 
Bhubaneswar President 
October 25, 1989 Orissa Sahitya Akademi 
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ABOUT THE BOOK 


Due to its peculiar geographical location, Orissa 
has been a place of inter-ming!ing of different races and 
cultures. It has got the distinct advantage of having a 
composite culture of the Aryan, the Dravidian and the 
Austric fused into one. This has resulted in a rich and 
variegated heritage handed down to the generations 
over the years, which has left valuable and indelible foot« 
prints on the sands of time. It has found manifestation 
in different forms, namely, literature, art, architecture 
music etc. All these things strung together form what 
is known as the culture of Orissa. As such, the study 
of the Orissan heritage will be of deep interest toa 
scholar and a comm3an m31 as well. Several attempts 
were made in the past to bring out some publications in 
English dealing with one or the other aspect of the 
Orissan heritage for the benefit of the non-Driya-knowing 
reading public. But those were mostly” of scholarly 
nature. As such, those could hardly satisfy the craving 
of the common reader. The Orissa Sahitya Akademi had 
been contemplating for some time past to bring out a 
series of monographs under the title “Orissan Heritage 
Series” for projecting the great and veriegated 
culture of Orissa mostly amongst the non-Oriya-knowing 
readers. That dream has now taken shape and the 
present manograph under the title “Story of Freedom 
Struggle in Orissa” has come out as one of that series. 
The publication of the other monographs in the series 
will follow. 


In the ages past Orissa had been standing as a 
strong and invincible citadel against foreign aggression 
and a sense of being free had been not only a way of life 
with the Oriyas but also their very life blood. History is 
replete with examg3les how the people of Kalinga fought 
shoulder to shoulder against ths aggressive Magadhan 
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imperialism and own victory even in the midst of defeat 
by rousing the spirit of humanistic feeling in the heart 
of the victor. That sense of freedom has been all 
along with the Oriyas and Orissa was the last 
province in the country to come under the Mughal 
subjugation. It was, therefore, not unusual that these 
people should be fighting hand in hand and shoulder to 
shoulder with their brothers in other parts of the 
Country to free India from the British yoke. The present 
monograph is a short historical account of the impor- 
tant events that had taken place in the freedom struggle. 
It has been divided into two sections. The first section 
deals with “The Regional Resistance Movement” and 
the section two with “All India Freedom Struggle in 
Orissa.” This sectionalisation has been made for 
bringing out “better clarity on the courses of the 
freedom struggle. 


MWe are thankful to Shri Sushil Chandra De for 
having written the monograph in compliance with the 
request of the Akademi. It is hoped that readers will 
find the book interesting and useful. 


Surendranath Satapathy 


Bhubaneswar Secretary 
The 20th October, 1989. Orissa Sahitya Akademi 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


CONTENTS 


PART |! 

Regional Resistance Movement 
Introduction 

Regional Resistance Movement 
Sambalpur Rebellion, 1857-1864 


Meriah Sacrifice and Khond Rebellion, 1842 
and Chakra Bisoi 


PART II 


All India Freedom Struggle in Orissa 
Introduction 

Activities of Bengal Terrorists in Orissa 

Third Phase of Freedom Struggle in Orissa 1921-1947 
Salt Satyagraha in Orissa 

August Revolution, 1942 

Freedom Struggle in the Feudatory States of Orissa. 


Bibliography. 


36 


43 


49 
52 
57 
71 


90 


100 
109 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


INTRODUCTION 


Freedom struggle in Orissa began as far back as the 
3rd century B.C. when the Maurya Emperor, Asoka invaded 
Kalinga in 261 B.C. The Kalingan army faced the invader 
with grim determination and laid down their lives in 
thousands to save the freedom of their motherland. The 
battle was so fierce that a hundred thousand of the soldiers 
of Kalingan army were killed and about a hundred and fifty 
thousand soldiers were taken captive. Though the extent 
of loss of life of the Mauryan army is not known, it 
can be well-imagined. It is one of most sanguinary battles 
recorded in the history of the ancient and medieval 
periods of India. The horrible sight of the battle-field so 
shocked the hardened heart of Chandasoka that he wanted 
to atone for the sin by giving up for ever the path of 
conquest by wars and applying himself, heart and soul, to 
the religion he professed. Kalinga battle has remained 
a very important event of the history of the ancient India 
owing to its far-reaching effects in raising Buddhism, then 
a petty local religion, into the status of a world religion. 


Since then Orissa has been subjected to many 
invasions of outsiders and the freedom struggle continued 
sporadically in different ages. But the story of the 
freedom struggle on which this monograph deals with 
relates to the part played by Orissa in the national struggle 
for freedom of India under the British rule. 


Orissa, as it is today, does not include all the Oriya- 
speaking areas within its boundary. Portions of it remain 
in Bengal, Bihar, M. P. and Andhra Pradesh. Dismember: 
ment of Orissan territory which, under the Ganga and the 
Gajapati rules extended from the Ganges to the Godavari 
from the Bay of Bengal in the east to Raipur-Bilarpur 
districts in M. P. in the west, took place in different times 
after the loss of independence of Orissa in 1568 A.D. 
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After conquest of northern Orissa by Sulaiman 
Karrani, the sultan of Bengal, in 1568 A. D., Muhammad 
‘-Quli, the Qutab Sahi Sultan of Goikunda, occupied the 
southern region of Orissa, then known as Kalinga dandapat. 
Thus by the close of the 16th century A.D. southern Orissa 
including the districts of Ganjam, Koraput and the adjoining 
Garhjat states were dismembered from Orissa and formed 
a part of northern Sarkar. 


When Alivardi Khan made over Orissa to the Marathas 
in 1751 .A. D. he fixed the river Subarnarekha as the 
boundary between the Bengal Subah and ‘the Maratha 
territory of Orissa. Thus, the northern portion of Orissa 
from the river Subarnarekha upto the river Hugli was 
permanently separated from Orissa and formed a part of 
Bengal Subah. 


The western part of Orissa comprising Sambalpur:- 
Patna region remained under the Maratha’ rule from 1755 
A. D. till 1826 A.D. When they came under the British 
rule they were kept under the control of the Agent to the 
Governor-General in charge of South-West Frontier 
Agency. They were next transferred to the control of 
the Commissioner, Chhotanagpur and the Commissioner 
of Chhatisgarh. Bonai and Gangpur, Saraikella and 
Kharsoan remained under the control of the Commissioner 
of Chhotanagpur while Sambalpur, Patna, Redhakhol, 
Kalahandi, Bamra, Sonepur and other states like Bastar, 
Saranggarh, Udaipur, Jashpur, Sakti, Chandrapur, Padmapur, 
Bhulighar, Khardar etc. of the Sambalpur-Patna group 
remained under the control of the Commissioner, C. P. 
In 1905 Bonai, Kalahandi, Gangpur, Patna, Bamra, Sonepur 
and Redhakhol were transferred to the control of the 
Commissioner of Orissa. In 1916 A.D. Saraikella and 
Kharsoan were transferred to Orissa. 


Thus, by the second decade of the 20th century many 
Oriya-speaking areas remained under the Bengal, C. P. and 
Madras Governments. The amalgamation of the outlying 
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Oriya region with Orissa constituting one linguistic and 
cultural unit, thus, became the focus of the politicians of 
Orissa in the first two decades of the 20th century A.D. 


There was no political organisation in Orissa prior to 
the year 1882 A.D. when first political awakening was 
caused by the Loca! Self-Government Resolution of the 
Government of India. A meeting of the citizens of Cuttack 
was held in the premises of the Cuttack Printing Company 
on the 30th June, 1882. The meeting was attended by 
the people of different professions. Prominent among 
them were Beharilal Pandit, Hariballabh Bose, Madhusudan 
Das, Haji Abdul Rahaman Musa etc. A resolution was 
passed thanking the Governor-General for the Local Self- 
Government Resolution. 


Another meeting was held on the 16th August 1882 
in the premisas of the Cuttack Printing Company under 
the presidentship of Choudhuri Kasinath Das. It was 
attended by two Europeans, Mr. Wilkinson, Bar-at-law 
and Mr, Davidson. Mr. Madhusudan Das proposed 
establishment of a permanent political institution for 
Orissa under the name Utkal Sabha to deal with all 
political matters relating to Orissa. The resolution was 
accepted. Chaudhuri Kasinath Das was elected as the 
first president of‘ Utkal Sabha and Haji Muhammad 
Rahaman Musa as the vice-president and Gouri Sankar 
Ray as secretary. 


Thus the nucleus of a permanent political institution 
of Orissa came to be founded. This institution gradually 
became strong and progressive. All the subsequent political 
activities of Orissa may be traced back to this nucleus 
institution. In 1903 Utkal Sammilani was born of it. This 
institution devoted itself to the problem of amalgamation 
of all Oriya-speaking,regions under one administration. Its 
activities in that ‘direction resulted in the creation of a 
separate province of Orissa in April, 1936. 
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In 1921 another important political institution, the 
Utka! Provincial Congress Committee, came into being 
under the presidentship of Utkalmani Gopabandhu Das. 
Orissa’s activities in respect of National Struggle for 
freedom was carried on under the auspices of this institu- 
tion till the achievement of independence on the 15th 
August, 1947. 


Utkal Sabha in its initial stage concerned itself with 
such political matters as Local self-Government Resolution 
and the famous Illbert Bill ; it gradually associated itself 
with the activities of the Indian National Congress from 
1886 A. D. Two more political institutions, the National 
Society of Balasore and Utkal Samaj of Ganjam were also 
established soon after the Urka! Sablia was founded. These 
political institutions of Orissa kept contact with the 
Indian National Congress. They sent delegates to attend 
the annual sessions of the Congress. The delegates, on their 
return, spread the Congress message among? the people of 
Orissa. Mr. M. S. Das who took keen interest and active 
part in these activities of the Utkal Sabha was elected as 
its president in a meeting held on the 3rd May, 1895 A. D. 
It is significant that from this year the Orissan politics took 
a new turn. The connection with the National Congress 
ceased for the time being as the attention of the politicians 
of Orissa was focussed on a more urgent and vital matter 
concerning the well-being of the Oriya people. It was the 
problem of amalgamation of all Oriya-speaking regions 
under one administration. The problem was there for a 
long time past and the politicians were sensitively attentive 
about it. But they had not decided how best to tackle the 
problem. In this situation occurrence of an event helped 
to hasten the process by focussing the attention of the 


politicians of Orissa on the problem and demanding its 
solution. 


In January 1895 the Commissioner, Central 
Provinces in his Resolution No. 237 dated the 15th January, 
1895 ordered the use of Hindi as court language in place of 
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Oriya in the district of Sambalpur. This order caused a deep 
sense of resentment not only in Sambatipur but also in other 
parts of Orissa, It was like a challenge to the people of 
Orissa and a menace to the Oriya culture in the Sambalpur 
district. The challenge was taken up by the leaders of the 
people of Orissa who, henceforward, applied themselves 
in all earnestness not only to save Oriya culture 
in the district of Sambalpur but in the entire region 
of out-lying Oriya-speaking areas. The year, 1895 A.D. 
forms an important landmark in the annals of the 
political activities of Orissa in the second half of the 
19th century A.D. It witnessed the beginning of a move- 
ment popularly known as Oriya Movement occasioned by 
abolition of Oriya as the court language in the district of 
Sambalpur. In this year the vita! question of amalgamation 
of all Oriya-speaking areas under one administration 
formed the focus of attention of the politicians and leaders 
of Orissa. Conseguently Utkal Sabha remained temporarily 
dissociated from the Indian National Congress. In this 
year, Mr, M. S. Das, the most active and earnest member 
of Utkal Sabla became its president. This event was of 
far-reaching consequences so far as Oriya Movement is 
concerned. Mr. Das, as its president infused new life into 
the institution, the members of which dedicated themselves 
in an earnest and inspired way to bring about amalgamation 
of all Oriya-speaking tracts under one administration. Thus 
the year constitutes an important landmark in the political 
history of Orissa in the second half of the19th century A.D. 
Mr. Das was thinking of reorganisation of Utkal Sabha 
so that activities of the institution concerning amalgama- 
tion of Oriya-speaking areas might be more organised and 
pin-pointed. 


H. H. Risley, Home Secretary to the Government of 
India in his letter No. 3678 Dt. 3-12-1903 proposed a 
scheme of unification of Oriya-speaking areas into one 
administrative unit, and for that purpose, wrote to C. P. 
and Madras Governments seeking their views about 
transfer of Oriya-speaking areas under them to Orissa. 
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The news of Mr. Risley’s proposal sent a wave of 
enthusiasm and rejoicing among the people of Orissa and 
those in the outlying areas. It was virtually an admission 
on the part of the Central Government of the claim of the 
people of Orissa for unification of Oriya-speaking areas into 
one administrative unit, Mr. Das, an astute politician as he 
was, did not miss this golden opportunity to organise the 
Orissan politics in a way as to continue the pressure on the 
Government till the end in view was achieved. 


Many prominent persons of Orissa had come to Cuttack 
to attend the Coronation Durbar in 1903. Mr. Das took 
this opportunity to organise a new institution to be 
devoted solely to carry on agitation in a constitutional way 
and to put more and more pressure on the Government to 
amalgamate all outlying Oriya-speaking areas under 
different governments with Orissa. For this purpose 
Mr. Das invited many prominent persons cf Orissa including 
some feudatory chiefs to his residence for an informal 
talk on the matter on the 6th January 1903. During the 
talk the Raja of Athagarh proposed the holding of a regular 
meeting. The proposal was accepted. Accordingly first 
meeting of the Utkal Sammilani or Utkal Union Conference 
was held at Cuttack on the 30th December 1903 A.D. 
Delegates from Midnapore, Sambalpur, Ganjam and the 
Ruling Chiefs of Mayurbhanj, Keonijhar, Talcher, 
Dhenkanal, Athagarh, Kanika, Jeypore etc. attended the 
meeting. Motilal Ghose, a representative of A. B. Patrika, 
Calcutta, and K. G. Gupta, Commissioner of Orissa also 
attended. Raja of Mayurbhanj presided. It was decided 
to hold the next annual session at Cuttack. 


With establishment of Utkal Sammilani in 1903 A.D. 
the entire political activities of Orissa was concentrated 
on the question of amalgamation of all Oriya-speaking 
areas into one administrative unit. Utkal Sabha was 
practically substituted by Utkal Sammilani. 
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From 1903 onwards the Orissan politics was completely 
absorbed in the question of amalgamation of Oriya- 
speaking tracts and became temporarily dissociated from the 
mainstream of Indian National politics. Utkal Sammilani 
held annual sessions at different parts of Orissa. Delegates 
from outlying tracts attended those meetings and resolutions 
for uplift of Orissa in different spheres were passed and 
arrangements were made to implement the resolution aS 
far as possible. 


Two important events took place in 1904 and 1905. 
Mr. Das was honoured with the title of C. I. E. by the 
Government of India on the New year’s Day of 1904. The 
other important event was tlie transfer of Sambalpur to 
Orissa in July 1905 A.D. (Govt. of Indio Resolution 
No. 249 Dt. 19-7-1905). 


Amalgamatjon of Sambalpur with Orissa opened up 
new prospects before the leaders of Orissa who became 
very hopeful about ultimate success in their organised 
and earnest efforts for amalgamation of other outlying 
Oriya-speaking areas with Orissa. 


Fifteen sessions of the Utkal Sammilani were held 
from 1903 to 1920 A. D. Various steps were taken for 
all-round improvement of Orissa and Oriya-speaking areas. 
In the 15th session held in Chakradharpur Pandit 
Gopabandhu Das moved a resolution to the effect that 
achievement of Indian independence should be the object 
of the Sammilani instead of amalgamation of Oriya-speaking 
areas. This resolution was passed by overwhelming 
majority. The old members of the Sammilani who did not 
want to stop their activities till the achievement of the goal 
of amalgamation of Oriya-speaking areas dissociated 
themselves from the young members who favoured 
merging of Orissan politics in the current of National 
politics. So there. was a bifurcation of the Orissan politics. 
In 1921 Utkal Provincial Congress Committee was set 
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up with Pandit Gopabandhu Das as president, Utkal 
Sammilani which remained defunct for the years 1921 
and 1922 A.D. was again revived, A session of it was 
held in April, 1923 A. D. After that there was no other 
session. The members of the Executive committee 
carried on all their works under the designation, Utkal 
Union Conference. Orissa entered into the mainstream of 
Indian potitics from the year 1921 A. D. and took active 
part in the Indian struggle for independence. 
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REGIONAL RESISTANCE MOVEMENT 


The Freedom Struggle in Orissa passed through 
three well-maked stages. In the first stage there were 
armed resistance to newly established British rule in Orissa. 
This movement was regional in character occasioned by the 
reaction of the people against the imposition of foreign 
rule on them causing them extreme hardship in different 
spheres. The British rules were obsessed with the 
idea that their systematic and refined administration 
will be welcomed by the people long rotting and suffering 
under the barbarous native rule. So they introduced 
their system in hot haste without pausing to study the 
whole situation and the prospect of acceptance of their 
system by the people. The natural result of such hasty 
action was armed revolt by the people. 


The second phase of the freedom struggle witnessed 
the growth of political consciousness among the people 
and establishment of political institutions. During this 
phase from 1882 to 1920 A.D. the political activities of 
Orissa was mostly centred round the problem of unification 
of all Oriya-speaking areas under one administration. 


The year 1920 A,D. ushered ina new era of tense 
political activities under the auspices of the Indian Nationa! 
Congress. Orissa took a very prominent part in the 
national struggle for freedom and her contribution 
in that struggle had been on a much higher scale than 


expected. 


The first phase of the freedom struggle in Orissa 
started in the year 1766 A.D. when the English took 
possession of Ganjam and placed it under the jurisdiction 
of the Madras Government. 
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Parlakimedi Affairs, 1767-68 


Mr. Cotsford was sent to Ganjam in 1767 to make 
a survey of the conditions prevailing there and to report. 
He found the conditions very unsatisfactory and disturbed. 
Raja Narayan Deo of Parlakimedi refused to submit to the 
English. Accordingly Col. Peach was sent with a force 
against the Raja, who, on the approach of the force, took 
refuge in the jungle area of his estate. So his son was 
entrusted with the management of the estate. Ramyogi 
Patra was appointed by the Company as Diwan of the 
estate. 


Raja Narayan Deo was, however, marking his time 
in his jungle retreat. As soon as Col. Peach’s forces 
withdrew in December, 1768 he came down to his estate, 
took possession of it and drove away Ramyogi Patra. 


The Rajas of Athagad and Khallikot had stopped 
payment of their revenue due to the government. So forces 
were sent against them. They, however, submitted to the 
government when their forts were attacked. The Raja of 
Khallikot offered some resistance before submission. 
Raja’s soldiers resisted the approaching English forces but 
they were overwhelmed and the forts of the Raja were 
captured. The English force suffered some casualties. 
But ultimately when the Raja was attacked from land and 
sea, he offered his submission and paid Rs. 5,000/- in cash 
and promised to pay Rs. 21,000/- more in a month’s time. 


Situation in Parlakimedi took a bad turn. Narayan Deo 
left his estate owing to intrigues of Sitaram Raju, the 
Company’s Agent, Raja placed himself under the protection 
of Bhim Deo, the Raja of Vijayanagar. So his brother 
Jagannath Deo was entrusted with the management of the 
estate. It was decided to senda force against Bhim Deo 
who had fallen into arrears. Accordingly a detachment 
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under captain Bendinell was sent against the Raja of 
Vijayanagar. Company's forces captured Pratapgiri on the 
17th April, 1772. They also captured the fort of Alladigam 
on the 19th April. Next the fort of Siddheswaram was 
captured on the 9th May. Raja was frightened at the 
success of the English forces and sued for peace. According 
to the terms of peace Raja’s son, Mani Deo was entrusted 
with the management of the two estates of Vijayanagar and 
Pratapgiri. The latter one would go to him after the death 
of his father,! 


Ghumsar Affairs 


Raja Krushna Chandra Bhanja of Ghumsar died 
in 1773. His son Vikram Bhanja succeeded him. On his 
accession the tribute was arbitrarily increased from 
Rs. 33,000/- to Rs. 50,000/-. This arbitrary action was 
resented by the Raja who withheld payment of tribute in 
protest. So a force of the Company was sent against him. 
Raja left his estate and took shelter in the Maratha 
territory. The Company’s forces occupied Ghumsar. Raja 
could not undertake any large scale offensive against the 
Company’s forces, but he adopted tactics of guerilla 
warfare. On opportune moments when the enemy was 
off his guards he would pounce on them and do some 
damage and then retreat into the jungle before the enemy 
could take any action against him. Many among the 
Company’s troop stationed at Aska fell ill and there were 
a number of deaths. For these reasons the Company’s 
detachments at Aska were morally and physically 
disorganised. Taking advantage of the situation Vikram 
Bhanja recaptured the fort of Vishnu Chakram. On this 
occasion he killed 23 sepoys of the Company. 


Military action was again renewed against him. Vikram 
Bhanja had to leave the estate and fly away. He made a 


1. Ganjam District Manual P. 85—107. 
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representation of his case before the Madras council, But 
it was of no avail. He was dispossessed of his estate which 
was entrusted to his elder brother, Lachhman Bhanja in 
1783 on condition of payment of Rs. 10,000]- He, however, 
failed to meet the demands of the Company. On his death 
his son Srikara Bhanja became the Raja of Parlakimedi.? 


The revolt in Parlakimedi and Ghumsar were tempo- 
rarily suppressed but disaffection and resentment among 
the people continued and the situation tended towards 
another explosion in no distant future. 


Raja of Mayurbhan;j: 
His conflict with the English. 


The conflict of the Raja of Mayurbhanj with the 
English was long-drawn. It started in the year 1774 and 
lasted till the year 1796. During this period Orissa was 
under the Maratha rule while the English were the rulers 
of Bengal. Raja of Mayurbhanj was the Zamindar of three 
parganas, Nayabasan, Rohini and Manbhandar in Midnapore 
Chakalas under the company’s rule. In the settlement of 
1770 their revenue was abnormally increased from 
Rs. 2500/- to Rs. 4200/-. Though the abnormal increase 
in the revenue hit the Raja hard, he did not protest, There 
was another important issue about which the Raja of 
Mayurbhanj was very sensitive and was determined to have 
his way, no matter what happened. The fort of Amarda 
and 81 villages attached to it was in possession of the 
Raja till 1766. But within a year Amarda and attached 
81 villages were annexed to Company’s dominion. The 
Zamindar of Belorachar claimed that the fort of Amarda 
and villages attached to it belonged to him. The Raja, he 
complained, had forcibly taken possession of it together- 
with 52 villages of Belorachar pargana. On this complaint 
the President of Midnapore sent one amin with a force of 


ଳି 


2. Ibid PP No, 112. 
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sepoys to take possession of the fort and the villages and 
restore them to the Zamindar of Belorachar. The order 
was complied with, This action on the part of the 
Company caused deep resentment in the mind of the 
Raja of Mayurbhanj who was determined not to take 
that injustice lying down. So he made preparation to 
fight with the Company until he got back the fort of 
Amarda and the villages attached to it. 


As a first act of rebellion the Raja withheld tribute 
of Nayabasan which amounted to Rs. 5;000/- by 1777 A.D. 
The Raja started armed rabellion from the year 1781. 
In the month of March of that year he plundered the 
villages around the fort of Amarda and forced the agents 
to sign an agreement to pay Rs. 7,000/- to him. In June, 
he overran the pargana, Baliabera In the company’s 
dominion. Then he proceeded to the Nayabasan pargana. 
A military force under Lt. Broughton was sent to protect 
the people of the area. Judicial proceedings were drawn 
up against the Raja for his illegal possession of Belorachar. 


Another force was sent under Lt. Mac Gregor in 
July to dispossess the Raja of the villages of Belorachar 
pargana. Lt. Mac Gregor proceeded as far as fort Amarda 
where the Raja was waiting for him. There was some 
skirmishes between the two parties. The Raja was 
forced to evacuate the fort and retire to his territory. 
Thereafter Amarda was restored to the agents of the 
Zamindar. Raja, next, adopted the tactics of guerilla 
warfare. He suddenly pounced upon the British force when 
they were off their guards and retreated before the force 
could be organised to strike back. But on that 29th July 
there was a face to face engagement in which 23 soldiers 
of the Raja’s force were killed or wounded. Raja in the 
meantime had again occupied the fort of Amarda. Major 
Mac Pherson was sent with a force to help Lt. Mac Gregor 
in reoccupying the fort. Under the pressure of Company’s 
forces the Raja had to retreat. The fort was restored 
to the owner. 
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The Company’s force did not prove quite effective 
against the guerilla tactics of the Raja for which the 
Belorachar pargana could not be taken full possession of. 


During the year 1781.82 the hostilities ceased 
temporarily pending an enquiry about rightful ownership of 
Amarda fort and the villages attached to it. Finally the 
authorities of the Company gave their verdict in favour 
of the Zamindar, Belorachar. 


In order to find a peaceful solution to the question 
the Company approached the Maratha Government with a 
proposal. The Company proposed that the parganas of the 
Raja should be placed under one Government ; for that 
purpose the parganas of the Raja under the Company on 
the western side of the river Subarnarekha might be 
exchanged for those under the Marathas on the eastern side 
of the river. Before any decision could be taken in the 
matter, the Raja came forward with a new claim over the 
pargana of Ulmara in the Company’s territory. He also 
helped the Zamindar of Bagri and some other Zamindars of 
Jungle Mahal who rebelled against the Company in 1783 
A. D. He also plundered the parganas in Jaunpur area. 
Despite military action the situation got more and more 
embarrassing to the authorities of the Company. In view of 
this situation Governor General proposed that the revenue 
authorities should approach the Maratha Subahdar, 
Rajaram Pandit for a concerted action against the Raja. 


While Damodar Bhanj, the Raja of Mayurbhanj, was 
engaged in these hostile activities he was also submitting 
proposals for cessation of hostilities. His main condition 
was recognition of his ownership of fort Amarda and 
attached villages and also the pargana of Belorachar, 
This condition was not acceptable to the Company who 
rejected it in 1784. 


Thus, the hostilities were again resumed. Raja with- 
held the rent of Nayabasan pargana and plundered the 
Barajit pargana. So, Lt. Dickens was sent with a force to 
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collect revenue in Nayabasan pargana. At this Raja was 


alarmed and promised to pay up the rent on recall of 
the force. 


The facts of hostilities between the Raja and the 
Company's forces in 1785-1786 are not known. But the 
Raja was in possession of Amarda and 81 villages attached 
to it in 1788-89, It appears that the Company ultimately 
allowed Raja the possession of Amarda fort and 81 
villages attached to it in order to be relieved of the 
embarrassing and annoying situation that they found 
themselves in for years due to hostile attitude of the Raja. 


But the pargana of Nayabasan was wrested from him 
and kept under direct control of the Company. The Raja 
tried his best to oust the Company from the pargana 
and establish his right ; but ultimately he failed in his 
attempt and gave up the project. 


Damodar Bhanja died in 1795. He will be remembered 
by the posterity as a valiant General who, despite all 
odds, managed to harass the powerful enemy for a long 
period of nearly 18 years from 1778 to 1796 A. D., 
and ultimately attained his goal of mastery on the fort of 
Amarda and 81 villages attached to it. The Company 
with vastly superior military and civil resources found it 
hard to cope with him and had, at last, to yield to his 
demand.? 


Parlakimedi Affairs (1799-1822). 


Gajapati Deo, the Raja of Parlakimedi did not pay up 
the revenue of the estate to the Company. Soa force 
under Col. Must became ready to move against him. 
At this Gajapati Deo fled to Chicacole with his son 
Purusottam Deo and his cousin Durgaraj. The three 
were kept confined in jail and the collector took charge of 
the estate. 


3. Chanda, Affairs of Mayurbhanj PP. 8-50). 
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In January 1799 the supporters of Raja rebelled and 
made disturbances in the British territory. In February 
the town-peons and the inhabitants joined the rebels. 
Gajapati Deo, his son and cousin were removed to 
Mausalipatan. Mr. Scot expected that this action would 
have sobering effect on the insurrectionists, but he was 
quite disappointed. The rebels instead of calming down 
attacked the English forces at Baranasi and Kimedi. The 
Company forces surrendered to the leader of the rebels, 
Uttam Singh. The rebellion spread to Tekkali. The 
rebels seized the Thanadar of that place. 


The rebellion took a new turn when Jagannath Deo, 
brother of Gajapati Deo, who was in the charge of the 
estate for sometime and was dispossessed in 1780, joined 
the rebels in March. 


The situation became serious. So”?a strong force 
of eight companies of native infantry, a detachment of 
cavalry with a brigade of six pounders under the command 
of Col. Fotheringham was sent to suppress rebellion. 


Mr. Scott thought it prudent to tackle the problem 
from a different angle. So he stopped military action 
temporarily. In order to counteract the influence of 
Jagannath Deo he released Purusottam Deo and Durgaraj. 
But before their arrival Jagannath Deo’s people overran 
Tekkali Haveli, made a surprise attack on a military camp 
at Amandalam and took away Lt. Youngson as prisoner. 
When his release was demanded by Mr. Scott, Jagannath 
Deo replied that he would not release him until his brother 
and nephew were set at liberty. 


With arrival of Purusottam Deo and Durgaraj the 
situation calmed down to a great extent as they had much 
influence on the town-peoplee. Many bisois sided with 
Durgaraj. After this, military action in full scale was started. 
Lachhman Narsso who had captured Lt. Youngson was 
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arrested, The family of Gajapati Deo was released from 
the custody of Jagannath Deo and took refuge in the fort 
of the Bisoi of Jeringi. Thus peace was restored, 


In September Jagannath Deo tried once more to 
revive the insurrection. But the people did not respond to 
his call. So he went away towards Cuttack. He was 
apprehended in 1804 A.D. 


The People did prefer the rule of the Raja however 
barbarous it might be considered by the British authorities, 
to the refined administration of the Company. They 
fought for the restoration of the rule of their Raja and 
they ultimately succeeded carrying on prolonged agitation 
described above.” 


The part played by Jagannath Deo in the insurrection 
against the British Raj was very significant. Although his 
wrath againsts the British authorities was inspired by a 
feeling of frustration caused by the indifference of the 
authorities to his application for entrusting the management 
of the estate to him, never-the-less he displayed his quali- 
ties of gallantry and skillful leadership during the above- 
discussed rebellion and caused a sort of panic among the 
Company’s authorities. He was one of the brave sons of 
Orissa who remained undaunted in the face of heavy odds. 


After the above-discussed rebellion peace and 
tranquillity prevailed the Parlakimedi till 1813. Gajapati Deo 
died in 1802 and was succeeded by his son Purusottam Deo. 
Durga Raj, however, carried on the management of the 
estate as before. In 1803 a deed of permanent settlement 
of the estate was concluded. Purusottam Deo expired in 
1805 and was succeeded by his minor son Jagannath 
Gajapati Narayan Deo. The Zamindari was placed under 
Court of Wards. Durga Raj was entrusted with the 
management of the estate. He resigned in 1813 and went 


4. Selections from the Records of the Madras Government 
No. XXII Russel's Report Vol. I, pp. 3-8, 
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on a pilgrimage. For seven years he managed the Zamindari 
with such exceptional ability that the trouble-ridden estate 
remained peaceful during the period. The British authorities 
were also very pleased with him. They not only got their 
dues regularly but also were spared of the trouble and 
expenses of frequent military action. 


Rising in 1813 A. D. 


After resignation of Durga Raj his son Padmanabh Deo 
was appointed as the Manager of the estate. Padmanabh 
Deo was just an antithesis of his father. He was hot- 
headed and rash, his mora! character was of a low standard. 
In short, he was quite unfit for management of an estate 
like Parlakimedi where people were very sensitive and 
prone to resort to rising under slight provocation. 


He offended the Bisois, the leaders of the people who 
demanded his removal, and to press the matter home, they 
resorted to arms in 1813. 


When the civil authorities failed to control the people, 
military reinforcement was requisitioned in 1814. The 
insurgents attacked the forces. 


Bisois attacked the thana and customs offices and 
arrested the officers and kept them in confinement. They 
also surrounded Sibandis. They sent a petition for removal 
of Padmanabh Deo and appointment of Pata Mahadevi. 


Padmanabh Deo with his family was sent to Chicacole. 
The Collector promised to enquire into the objections 
raised against him. 


Two meetings were held between the Collector, the 
Magistrate of Ganjam and the Bisois who gave their 
allegations against Padmanabh Deo in writing and demanded 
his permanent removal, 
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The magistrate who enquired into the matter reported 
that the dislike of the people towards the Manager, 
though universal and deep-rooted, arose ‘rather from his 
overbearing disposition, the violence of his temper and his 
inordinate love for women which induced deep system of 
intrigues than from any acts of positive guilt capable of 
being visited with the punishment of law.” On the findings 
of the Magistrate, Padmanabh Deo was removed and a 
general amnesty was granted. Karukurti Narasingh Rao 
was appointed as Manager in place of Padmanabh Deo. 


In the year 1816-17 there were another upheaval. 
This upheaval was caused by Padmanabh Deo and his two 
lieutenants Godeypanty Lutsannah and Durga Raj II, son 
of late Jagannath Deo. They demanded restoration of 
Gajapati Maharaja and complained ‘against embezzlement 
of revenue by the concerned authorities. 


On receiving this complaint and apprehending that the 
situation might flare up unless nipped in the bud, 
Mr. Spottishood, Collector, entered the Zamindari with 
some force and enquired about Padmanabh Deo’s guilt. 
On being satisfied that Padmanabh Deo was at the root of 
all troubles he arrested him in 1817. Durga Raj II 
was also arrested and executed. But Lutsannah could not 
be arrested. 


From 1817 to 1822 though the estate remained 
peaceful, outwardly, undercurrent of intrigues between the 
two queens of Gajapati Deo threatened the future peace of 
the estate. Pata Mahadevi, the first wife of Gajapati Deo 
who had expired was recognised as the Rani of the estate 
and was supported by Gomo Bisoi. The second wife of 
the Raja Gajapati Deo, the mother of minor Raja Jagannath 
Gajapati Narayan Deo, was another aspirant. She was 
supported by Jeringi Bisoi and his followers. However, 

Narsingh Rao, the Manager, was a very clever man and he 


Tbid pp. 18-21. 
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somehow managed to keep these informal intrigues from 
flaring up and endangering the peace of the estate.® 


Parlakimedi Rebellion, 1822-1836. 


But the intrigues between the queens for power 
continued unabated. In order to stop these undesirable 
activities which endangered the peace of the estate, 
Jagannath Gajapati Narayan Deo, though yet a minor, was 
declared Raja of the estate. He assumed charge of the 
Zamindari in December 1822. He appointed Nityananda Pati 
as his Diwan with full powers. But he incurred the 
displeasure of the most powerful faction under Pata 
Mahadevi. The Diwan tried to get rid of some personS 
belonging to Pata Mahadevi’s faction, so that his position 
might be stronger. But this act on the part of the Diwan 
led to a flare-up. Consequently the Diwan was removed 
and Gopendra Patnaik was appointed in his place, But this 
did not satisfy Sewaji Devi and Mamaha Devi, the grand- 
mother and mother respectively of the Raja. They wanted 
appointment of Padmanabh Deo. They petitioned to the 
Governor in this respect but to no effect. The party-faction 
in the court circles had very bad effects on the common 


people. The supporters of the contending parties plundered 
the villages of their opposite party. 


At last Padmanabh Deo was appointed as Diwan in 
1824. But he had to be withdrawn owing to the stiff 
opposition of Pata Mahadevi. She succeeded Padmanabh 
Deo as Diwan and continued till Nov. 1826 when Gopendra 
Patnaik was again appointed in her place. He could not 
manage his responsibilities owing to tricky designs of 
Pata Mahadevi who again became Diwan in October, 1827. 
There were many sanguinary fights between the contending 
parties. However, Pata Mahadevi found her case hopeless 
owing to want of zeal on the part of her supporters. So 


she thought it prudent to retire and to remain away from 
the scene for sake of safety. 


6. JZbid, pp. 21-24 
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Thereafter Raja’s wife took up the management of the 
estate, But she could not manage the affairs of the estate 
long. There were disturbances here and there every now 
and then. So the management of the estate was taken up 
by the Court of Wards. Padmanabh Deo was again 
appointed as its Manager in 1831. On his appointment 
Padmanabh Deo oppointed some new Bisois in place of 
those opposed to him. This act on the part of Padmanabh 
Deo together with the general feeling of hatred and resent- 
ment harboured by the people against him led to widespread 
disturbances in the estate directed against him in 1831. 
Consequently, troops were sent to suppress the disturbances. 
Baggages of Captain Keating, in command of the sepoys, 
were looted: sixty sepoys of the Sebandy corps were 
captured and disarmed ; connection with Chicacole was cut 
off. Godeypaud Kistrama Deva, some of his followers and 
Narsing Raju, one of the principal town peons, were the 
leaders of the.disturbances. 


The Collector felt that disturbances could not be 
properly quelled unless martial law was enforced. Since 
he did not expect that authorities would approve his 
proposal of declaration of martial law, he made a com- 
promise with the peons by paying a sum of Rs. 19,000/- 
in satisfaction of their demands. This led to temporary 


tranquillity. 


Fresh disturbances broke out in 1831. The rebel- 
leaders, Godeypaud, Towty Dora, Gomo Bisoi, Ram 
Raju and Jagannath Raju, by their determined and 
concerted action, brought under their control the western 
and southern division of the estate. Padmanabh Deo 
marched against the rebels with a force but failed to do 
anything. His own Zamindari in Tekkali and his house in 
Parlakimedi were attacked by the rebels. 


In January 1832 Mr. Oaglivie assumed the charge as 
Collector. He felt that the disturbances were mainly due 
to deep dislike of the people towards Padmanabh Deo, but 
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he could not discharge him for sake of administrative 
policy. Fortunately Padmanabh Deo expired at this stage. 
His death brought some relief to the Collector in his state 


of embarrassment. 


In December 1832 Mr. George Russel was appointed 
as Special Commissioner to deal with this situation. 


Then started a long campaign against the rebel Bisois 
for nearly two years. The Bisois who rose against the 
British were neither properly organised nor had they enough 
resources to meet the well-equipped and ‘well-disciplined 
Company’s forces. Mr. Russel could quell the rebellion 
of the Bisois and town peons mainly with the help of 
some Bisois who had been won over. Many of the rebels 
were captured; 25 of them were hanged; 25 were sentenced 
to transportation for life and 103 were sent to Vellore as 
State prisoners. 


Thus ended the Resistance Movement in Parlakimedi 
which started in 1768 and ended in 1884 A.D. With no 
resources or proper organisation people of Parlakimedi 
fought valiantly against the British authorities through 
sheer unwavering determination and undaunted heroism. 
The persons who laid down their lives or were kept in 
captivity were heroes of our State, as honourable as the 
freedom fighter of the Congress Movement” , 


Ghumsar rebellion, 1801. 


Srikara Bhanja who succeeded his father Lachhman 
Bhanja found that the estate was in a very impoverished 
state due to continuous mismanagement and frequent 
disturbances. Finding himself unable to improve the 
economic state of the Zamindari, and consequently, to 
meet the demands of the Company he resigned in utter 
disgust. He went on a pilgrimage. His son Dhananjaya 


7. n eleclions from records of the Madras Government 
Russel’s Report pp. 30-70. 
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Bhanja succeeded him, But Srikara Bhanja returned from 
pilgrimage in 1795 and assumed the charge of the 
Zamindari. But he could hardly improve the state of 
affairs of the estate. He could not pay the Company's 
dues for the years 1799 and 1800. Under these circums- 
tances he again resigned and fled away. In the mean time 
Mani Deo of Vijayanagar and Jagannath Deo of Parlakimedi 
had managed to escape from their confinements. They 
collected their followers to continue the fight against the 
Company. Srikara Bhanja also collected his paikas to fight 
against the Company, Some of the Zamindars of the 
adjoining estates joined hands with Srikara Bhanja. Thus 
the British authorities faced danger from two sides. Aska 
and Berhampur were threatened on one side by the 
forces of Mani Deo and on the other side by the Ghumsar 
Paikas. The junction of these two forces could render the 
situation dangerous for the British forces. Lt. Col. Smith 
was deputed with a force to intercept the forces of Mani 
Deo and the Zamindar of Shergada marching to join the 
forces of Srikara Bhanja. Lt. Col. Smith accordingly met 
the forces of Mani Deo and the Zamindar of Shergada and 


defeated them. The Zamindar of Shergada lost his life 
in the fight. 


Jagannath Deo had in the mean time joined his forces 
with those of Srikara Bhanja. Col. Marley was sent with 3 
battalions of infantry and one detachment of artillery 
against him, 

The operations started on the 2nd May 1801. The 
first clash took place at Kallada on the 14th May. The 
forces of the Raja had to retire in face of heavy bombard- 
ment. Durga Prasad was attacked on the 23rd May and 
was occupied, after some resistance. In September, the 
Ghumsar peons attacked the Raja’s forces at Kallada and 
defeated them. After this event the situation came 
under full control of the Company by October. The 
Raja could not be apprehended despite best efforts.8 


8. Ganjam District Manual, pp 126-28, Government letter 
to Col. Marley, Dt, Zist and 24th April, 1801. 
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Ghumsar Affairs, 1815-1836. 


After the rebellion of 1801, Ghumsar remained quiet 
till 1814. Srikara Bhanja who lost the support of the 
Khonds and due to his son Dhananjay Bhanja’s intrigues 
had to quit. He went on a pilgrimage in the guise of a 
mendicant. He came back to Ghumsar in 1815 with the 
permission of the Governor of Madras. In the previous 
year, i.e., 1814 Dhananjay Bhanja was accused of murdering 
his mother. A criminal case was started against him, So 
the estate was declared forfeited to the Government in 
May 1815. Raja Dhananjaya Bhanja was acquitted of the 
charge of murder but he was kept a State prisoner in 


Chingleput. 


Srikara Bhanja who had been placed under military 
guard in Berhampur in 1815 escaped and came to Ghumsar 
in 1818. During the period from 1815-1817 the estate 
was under the management of Dora Bisoi and Bahubalendra. 
They managed to pass a female child as Balabhadra Bhanja, 
the last son of Dhananjaya, with the authorities. When 
Srikara Bhanja came back to Ghumsar he got hold of the 
child and exposed the fraud before the authorities. He took 
up the management of the Zamindari. 


In May, 1819 Srikara Bhanja, who took up the charge 
of his estate, was formally recognised as Raja on condition 
of payment of Rs. 75,000/- as revenue per annum. There 
after he continued to pay government dues regularly. But 
in the 1830-31 the arrears of Government dues amounted to 
more than Rs. 77,000/-. Unable to clear up the arrears the 
Raja wished to retire. Accordingly, Srikara Bhanja made 
over the charge of management of his estate to Dhananjaya 
Bhanja, who also failed to pay revenue regularly and retired 
to the fort Kallada. A military force was sent against him 
in 1835. The British forces met with some resistance. 
The Raja fled to jungle where he died, 
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The Collector applied to the government to depute 
some special officer with higher powers to quell the 
disturbances once for all. So Mr. Russel who had earned 
much reputation for having suppressed the Parlakimedi 
rebellion was appointed as Special Commissioner for 
Ghumsar in the beginning of the year 1836. 


Though Dhananjaya Bhanja had died his illegitimate 
brothers Brundaban Bhanja and Jagannath Bhanja carried 
on the fight. They were supported by Dora Bisoi and Bonio 
Khond. Mr. Russel with sufficient military force started 
operation. The forts of Kallada and Durgaprasad were 
captured and the rebels were driven out. The insurgents 
took shelter in the mountains of Daspalla and Nayagarh. 


In February, 1836 the British troops surrounded the 
ghats and entered into the Maliah region. The khonds who 
had given shelter to the refugees were asked to deliver the 
leaders of the rebellion. But the Khonds refused and 
rebelled. They attacked detachments under European 
officers. One detachment escorting prisoners were attacked 
by Khonds. Thirteen Indian sepoys and two European 
officers were killed. Pressed by the British forces the 
insurrectionists took refuge in the mountainous regions on 
the borders of Daspalla and Nayagarh. The chiefs of 
Daspalla and Nayagarh were ordered to expell the rebels 
from their territories. But with approach of rainy season 
the military operations were suspended temporarily. 


Operations were again started in November, 1836. 
The rebels took shelter in the forests of Baud State. The 
military force under operation was further reinforced to 
make the operation completely successful. The rebels were 
surrounded by troops from all sides. The Khonds under 
such pressure sued for peace and handed over the leaders 
to the military authorities. Thus all the rebel leaders were 
either captured or killed with exception of Dora Bisoi who 
escaped to Patna Zamindari in the Sambalpur region. 
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Afterwards he come to Angul. He was captured by the 
Raja of Angul. He was made a state prisoner in Gooty 
near Madras where he died. Thus the insurrection in 
Ghumsar was suppressed once for all.® 


Paik Rebellion of 1817 


Orissa came under the British rule in 1803. The 
British authorities in charge of the administration of the 
newly acquired province were obsessed with the idea that 
the people of Orissa suffered miserably under the barbarous 
Maratha rule and they would naturally welcome the 
civilised administration of the Company. So obsessed 
were they with this presumption that they did not stop to 
study actual state of affairs or the general mentality of the 
people in respect of previous administration, The British 
authorities introduced their system of administration in 
haste to the great disadvantage of the people who could 
hardly grasp the intricacies and subtlities of the new 
system. They felt helpless like one in wilderness. The 
Zamindars lost their Zamindaries and their places were 
taken by new ones who did not belong to the province and 
who had no sympathy for the people. They simply cared 
for money and wanted to extract as much they could from 
the tenants. The paiks who constituted the main bulk of 
the soldiers of the kings of Orissa lost their hereditary 
rent-free lands; their condition became pitiable. Cowry, 
the main currency, became scarce. Introduction of coins 
in place of cowries confused the situation all the more. 
Above all, salt which constituted one of the essential food 
articles and which was very cheap became costly. All 
these things combined made the situation very confusing 
for the common people whose disaffection for the new 
rulers gradually increased. This disaffection became so 
tense that it became necessary for its display in order to 
make the authorities realise the actual situation and take 
necessary steps to remedy the defects. Paik Rebellion of 
1817 in Puri and Cuttack districts was really an explosive 


9. Ganjam Dist. Manual pp. 1475 ) 
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display of peoples’ resentment against the new administra- 
tion mainly intended to draw the attention of the authorities 
to the unsuitability of their system in the situation 
prevailing in the province. The explosion did open the 
eyes of the authorities to the effects of their rash and 
injudicious actions in the administration. 


The uprising of 1817 is popularly known as the 
Paik Rebellion because it was only the paiks who took 
part in the rebellion. The uprising was sudden and 
spotaneous. It was quite unorganised. So the inevitable 
happened. The rising was suppressed very quickly; it 
virtually did not make any appreciable dent on the military 
potentiality of the Company. It, however, caused some 
temporary uneasiness in the administrative circle. Prompt 
action was taken to investigate into the real causes of the 
revolt and to modify the system to make it more suitable 
for the people and to remove the grievances as far as 
possible. 

As stated above the Paik Rebellion was not 
pre-planned, and so it was unorganised. It was doubtful if 
there could have been any rebellion if Bakshi Jagabandhu 
Vidyadhara had not taken the lead. 


Bakshi Jagabandhu Vidyadhara was the commander 
of the forces of the Raja of Khurda. He held the highest 
position of honour next to the King. His large jagir known 
as Bakshibar was assigned to his family by the Raja of 
Khurda. Besides the killa of Rorung was given to the 
family by the Emperor of Delhi. 


The jagirs of Jagabandhu lay in four praganas under 
the Company viz, Chabiskud, Lembai, Rahang and Serai. On 
conquest of Orissa by the Company Jagabandhu realised the 
futility of fighting with the British; so he offered his 
submission to Col. Harcourt. He was allowed to engage for 
killa Rorung for first three years. His Bakshibar lay in the 
aforesaid four praganas. In 1804, Major Fleteter who was 
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in charge of the management of Khurda after deposition 
of Mukunda Deo, resumed all the rent-free lands including 
of Jagabandhu, who had specified 
them as hereditary property of his family. He was 
even dispossessed of killa Rorung through the 
machination of the diwan of the Collector. The estate 
was auctioned and sold to one relative of the diwan. 
Jagabandhu made representations to the authorities 
against the illegal and injudicious act but to no effect. 
He was asked to establish his right in the civil court. 
Jagabandhu Vidyadhara who was one of the highest 
dignitaries of Orissa was, thus, reduced to a state of 
penury. What a great shock it might have been to him! 
But he was not an ordinary man, his nerves had been 
tempered in many a battle he fought. He was an iron 
man whose tough nerves stood the shock without impairing 
his equanimity in any way. He did not want to take the 
wrongs wrought on him lying down ; he wanted to fight, 
avenge the wrongs done to him and open up the eyes of the 
authorities blinded by obsession and obstinacy to hard 
facts that were hitting the innocent people right and left 
in the name of justice and polished administration. 


the Jagiri lands 


The rebellion started in March 1817. The fire was 
smouldering, it needed just a spark for flaring up into a 
wide conflagration. That spark was supplied by entry 
of a body of Khonds from Ghumsar into Khurda on an 
usual predatory excursion. This time the entry of the 
Khonds into Khurda territory had a special significance as it 
furnished the much-needed spark to smouldering fire. 


The paiks of Khurda joined the Khonds under the 
leadership of Bakshi Jagabandhu Vidyadhara. Thus the 
banner of revolt was unfurled. The operation started 
in the Banpur area where they killed about 100 men and 
looted Rs. 15,000/- from the Government treasury. 


From Banpur the rebels moved towards Khurda. 
On their way paiks from different villages by the side 
of the road joined the party. Thus the main body of the 
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insurrectionists was much reinforced. The Government 
officers in Khurda fled away on receipt of information 
about the approach of the rebels. All the Government 
buildings in the town were burnt and razed to the ground. 


A party of the rebels proceeded to Lembai where 
they killed Charan Peattnaik, the Sarbarakar of Khurda who 
was a deadly enemy of Jagabandhu. 


On receipt of this information the Magistrate of 
Cuttack sent a detachment under Lt. Col. Prideaux to 
Khurda and another detachment under Lt. Col. Faris to 
Pipili to safeguard the pragana of Lembai. The 
Magistrate, Mr. Impey, himself left for Khurda on the 
lst April 1817 with a contingent of sepoys under 
Lt. Travis. He wanted to join the force under Col. 
Prideaux. 


At Gangpara the force under Mr. Impey and Lt. 
Travis were fired upon from behind a barricade raised 
by the rebels. “The Magistrate sent a letter to Col. 
Prideaux to attack the rebels from behind, while they 
would charge them from the front. But the letter could 
not be delivered as the messenger returned next morning 
with the information that Khurda town had been 
completely destroyed and Col. Prideaux could not be 
found. So the force under Lt. Travis had to retreat. The 
rebels fired on them while they were retreating. 


Mr. Impey who reached Cuttack on the 4th April, 
1817, reported to the Government that Khurda area was 
completely in the hands of the rebels. He recommended 
that Raja of Khurda should be removed to Cuttack and 
martial law be proclaimed. 


Captain Wellington was sent to Puri with a force. 
He sent a letter to Lt. Faris to attack the rebels at 
Gangpara. Accordingly Lt. Faris attacked the paiks at 
Gangpara. He and an Indian Subahdar were shot dead. 
Lt. Prideaux and the detachment commanded by late 
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Lt. Faris came back to Cuttack having lost all their 
baggages. Sometimes after Pipili was occupied by the 
paiks. 


Captain Wellington reached Puri on the 2nd April, 


1817. He found Puri quiet. He wrote to Cuttack to 
send a force to follow the paiks. Accordingly Capt. 
Favre proceeded to Khurda with a detachment of sepoys 
and few guns. 

Martial law was proclaimed in Khurda on the 
12th April, 1817. The same day the paiks reached Puri 
and burnt down the court building. The officials took 
refuge in the European residences on the seashore. 
On the 13th April the paiks attacked the British forces who 
counterattacked and dispersed them. The British 
forces had to retire from Puri as they had to contend 
against a force much superior in numbers. The force 
reached Cuttack safely on the 18th April. 


Martial law was extended to Puri town, Pipili, the 
praganas of Kotdes and Lembai. ¢ 


Capt. La Favre proceeded to Khurda at the head 
of a detachment on the 9th April. At Khurda he did not find 
the paiks. Then he proceeded towards Puri. They 
encountered opposition at Debanda on the 18th April. 
Capt. La Favre attacked with guns. The right and left 
flanks of the paiks were closed by British forces. Thus 
attacked from three sides the paik forces dispersed in utter 
confusion. Thus, Capt. La Favre marched towards Puri 
where he arrested the Raja of Khurda who was on the 
point of leaving the town. Major Hamilton was sent to 
Puri with a suitable force to retake the town and arrange 
to bring the Raja of Khurda to Cuttack from whence 
he was to be removed to Calcutta under the orders of the 
Governor-General. Hamilton faced some opposition at 
Sarangarh. But he overcame the resistance and proceeded 
to Puri after making arrangement for defence of Pipili. 
On Major Hamilton’s arrival at Puri, Capt. La Favre started 
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for Cuttack with the Raja of Khurda. A force of about 
2000 paiks tried to rescue the king, but they were 
dispersed by Capt. Armstrong. Capt. La Favre reached 
Cuttack on the 11th May. Raja was placed in confinement 
in the Barabati Jail. 


Major General G. Martinable was appointed as the 
Military Commissioner for Cuttack where he reached 
on the 6th May. By that the rebellion of the paiks had 
almost been stopped. 


The paiks shifted themselves to Tirun, Gop, 
Hariharpur, Asureswar, Priyarajpur and Patamundai as 
they did not find it possible to fight with wellequipped 
British forces in the Khurda-Pipili-Puri area. 


Paiks in Gop attacked the thana and burnt it down. 
In the month of June seven of the leaders of the rebels 
were arrested. In July 8 rebels were committed to trial 
for high treasom 


Rebellion gradually spread to the coastal areas, like 
Harispur and Kujang of the Cuttack district. Madhusudan 
Mangraj of Harispur and Narayan Paramguru and Bamdev 
Patajoshi of Kujang were the leaders of the paiks of the 
coastal area. 


Captain Kennet and Lt. Wood were in charge of 
military operation in that area. The British forces under 
them attacked the paiks in that area and dispersed them on 
the 15th September 1817. In another encounter on the 
19th September, Raja of Kujang, Bamdev Patjoshi and 
Narayan Paramguru were secured. After this encounter 
and arrest of the above persons the rebellion in the coastal 
area was practically suppressed. By October everything 
was normal. 


Though there was no further insurrection in any 
part after October, the British authorities still remained 
alert for fear of a fresh flare-up as Jagabandhu Vidyadhara, 
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Krishna Chandra Bhramarbar and their associates who 
were the main leaders remained at large. From October 
1817 to 1825, for long seven years, Bakshi Jagabandhu 
Vidyadhara managed to elude the net spread around him 
for his arrest, 


All attempts of the authorities to apprehend 
Jagabandhu and his associates during the year 1818 failed. 
This failure made them restless as they apprehended 
trouble from various sources, like joint action of Feudatory 
chiefs in help of Jagabandhu or Maratha help to him. The 
Commissioner, therefore, thought of offering pardon 
to Jagabandhu so that he might come out and surrender. 


On the recommendation of the Commissioner, 
the Governor-General granted full and free pardon to all 
persons who surrendered themselves. But this grant 
of pardon did not apply to Padmalabh Chhotray, 
Pindaki Baohubalendra and Pitabas Mangraj. Governor- 
General also granted pardon to the Dalbeheras 
whose list was forwarded to him with exception of 
Karunakar Paramguru. Pardon was granted to the paiks and 
Dalbeheras in the hope that Jagabandhu’s influence would 
dwindle and he would be compelled to surrender. 


In April 1819 the Commissioner sent a message to 
Jagabandhu to send his agent for discussion about the 
conditions of his surrender. In the mean time authorities 
were capturing the rebels and punishing them after formal 
trial with sentences of hanging, transportation or imprison- 
ment, 

The family members of Jagabandhu were arrested in 
October, 1819 and kept in confinement in Cuttack. 
The authorities thought that Jagabandhu would come 
forward to surrender on receipt of information about 
arrest of his family members, but Jagabandhu remained 
adament as before. The authorities tightened the net and 
took every step to capture him, but all their attempts were 
of no avail. 
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At last the Governor-General was forced to sanction 
conditions of pardon to Jagabandhu and Krishna Chandra 
in August 1822. The conditions were as follows. They 
should forego their hereditary rights to their killas and also 
to their official titles of ‘Bakshi’ and ‘Diwan’. 


(ii) They should live in or near Cuttack and would 
not leave their residence without the permission of the 
Magistrate. 


(iii) Jagabandhu and Krishna Chandra would get 
Rs. 100/- and Rs. 50/- p.m. respectively as their pension. 


The Magistrate sent this information about offer of 
pardon to dagabandhu through his adopted Son. 
Jagabandhu demanded release and restoration of Raja 
Mukund Deo as pre-condition. The Magistrate rejected 
the condition and informed that Jagabandhu and Krishna 
Chandra would have to accept the condition set by the 
Government or reject it ; no other condition would be 
added to it. 


The estates of Jagabandhu and Krishna Chandra 
were confiscated in 1823. Raja of Nayagarh who was 
suspected to be supporting Jagabandhu was warned. 


The offer of pardon, warning to the Raja of Nayagarh, 
steps to deprive Jagabandhu and his associates of their 
daily provisions bore no fruit whatever. Jagabandhu and his 
associates remained concealed in deep jungle recess beyond 
the reach of the British forces. 


Things were getting too hard for Jagabandhu and 
his associates. Raja of Nayagarh who was secretly 
helping him stopped doing so after the strict warning he 
received from the Government. The Government took such 
strict steps that Jagabandhu and his party could not get 
their daily provisions. So Jagabandhu had no other 
alternative but to surrender. 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


34 


On receipt of warning the Raja of Nayagarh sent 
Barju Paikra, his bebarta to attend on Mr. Pakenham, the 
Magistrate of Cuttack who impressed upon him the fact 
that if he could bring about the surrender of Jagabandhu 
and his party he would not only help his master to retrieve 
his position he was placed in, but would help Jagabandhu 
who would have a comfortable residence and suitable 
allowance for his maintenance. 


Barju Paikra contacted Jagabandhu who expressed 
his willingness to surrender. When this happy news 
reached the Commissioner, he sent Waz Muhammed, the 
sheristadar of his office to escort Bakshi to Cuttack, 
where he arrived on 27th May 1825 and executed the 
agreement that he would not leave Cuttack without 
permission. His most faithful followers who had stuck 
to him all along also surrendered themselves in the hope of 
pardon. They were Gauranga Barisal, Bandhu Santra, 
Kelai Mansing, Hari Santra, Madhu Bisoi, Bhagaban Jena, 
Rajib Bisoi and Uddhab Naik. The Commissioner 
recommended to the government to increase Jagabandhu’s 
allowance to Rs. 150/- p.m. and not to impose any other 
restriction than what was agreed upon. The Government 
accepted the recommendation. 


After surrender of Jagabandhu, Krishna Chandra 
surrendered himself before the Joint Magistrate. He was 
sanctioned Rs. 100/- p.m. as allowance on the recommen- 
dation of the Commissioner. 


Thus ended the Paik Rebellion in 1825. Nine of the 
rebels were sentenced to 14 year’s imprisonment and 
103 to transportation beyond sea for life. Besides 
20 rebels were sentenced to temporary imprisonment in 


banishment and 30 to imprisonment and transportation 
for life. 


These persons who fought bravely against anomalies 
of early British administration for the good of the people 
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of Orissa and suffered heavy sentences as noted above 
are no less honourable than the freedom fighters who 
fought against the British imperialism under the auspices 
of the Indian National Congress. While we honour the 
memory of the freedom fighters who suffered or laid down 
their lives for their country, we should not forget those 


who also fought against the British in Ganjam, Cuttack 
and Puri,!0 


10. (History of freedom movement in Orissa vol. |, 
pp. 119-158.) 
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SAMBALPUR REBELLION 1857-1864 


The Hero of the Sambalpur rebellion was Surendra Sai 
who belonged to the Chauhan Raj family of Sambalpur. 
He was born in 1809 in village Badagaon of Sambalpur. 
He had five brothers ; Udanta, Ujjala, Chhabila, Dhruba and 
Medini. In 1827 Maharaja Sai, the Raja of Sambalpur died. 
He was childless. So Surendra Sai who belonged to the 
direct line of the family expected to succeed him. But 
contrary to his expectation in 1833, the Political Agent 
bestowed the Rajgi of Sambalpur on Narayan Singh, who 
was also a member of the Sambalpur Raj Family and was 
the Zamindar of Barpali. From 1827 to 1833 Rani 
Mohan Kumari, the widow of Maharaja Sai, ruled Sambalpur. 
As the people did not like the rule of a woman and there 
were some disturbances on account of favouritism of the 
Rani, she was deposed. Narayan Singh was made the Raja 


of Sambalpur in her place. 
(ଏ 


The accession of Narayan Singh was greatly resented 
by the people. Gauntias and Zamindars considered 
Surendra Sai as the rightful heir to the Sambalpur throne. 


Balabhadra, the Gond Zamindar of Lakshmanpur 
rose in rebellion against Narayan Singh. His rebellion was 
soon put down. He lost his life. But his supporters 
attacked the house of Durjaya Singh, the Zamindar of 
Rampur as he was a strong supporter of Narayan Singh. 
Though Durjaya Singh escaped, his father and son were 
killed. Surendra’s brother Udanta Sai, his uncle Balaram 
Singh and Surendra Sai were entangled in the case through 
the manipulation of Narayan Singh, They were convicted 
and sent to Hazaribag jail as political prisoners. 


Surendra Sai and his brother and uncle remained 
in the jail till 1857 when they were released by the 
mutineers, Surendra and his brother proceeded towards 
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Sambalpur. The news of their return to Sambalpur after 
17 years spread like a wild fire and people got ready to 
give him a rousing reception. Capt. Leigh, the Senior 
Asst. Commissioner, however was much perturbed as he 
apprehended some trouble. He asked the people to keep 


away from him as he was a rebel. He kept the forces ready 
for any eventuality, 


Surendra met Capt. Leigh on the 13th October 1857. 
Surendra represented to him about his just claims on the 
throne of Sambalpur. He informed him that he 
wanted to live in the village Khinda with his relations 
till the Government took a decision on his rspresentation. 
But he was asked to live in Sambalpur as a free person. 
After a stay of about 3 weeks in Sambalpur Surendra 
felt that he was kept under serveillance. So he made his 
escape on the 31st October, 1857. 


After Surendra reached village Khinda insurrection 
broke out. Udant& had already collected about a 1000 men. 
Some Zamindars and Gauntias also joined them. 
Gradully rebellion spread to all parts of the district of 
Sambalpur. Capt. Hadow proceeded to Khinda with a 
force, but Khinda had been abandoned by the rebels. 
Capt. Hadow next captured Kolabira. There were some 
skirmishes with the insurgents at Kolabira and Jhargati, 
but the insurgents had to dispense before heavy artillery 
fire. 


In the month of December the activities of the 
insurgents increased. They fired on the Government 
pickets. 


Operation in jungle areas greatly affected the health 
of the European military officers. So Mr. Cockburn, 
Commissioner of Orissa, sent two medical officers 
Dr. Moore and Apothecary Hanson from Berhampur to 
attend on them. They reached Rampur, the headquarters 
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of Rairakhol safely. From there they started for Sambal- 
pur without military escort. At Jujumura they were 
attacked by the insurgents under Madhu Gauntia on the 
28th November. Dr, Moore was killed. Dr. Hanson 
escaped into the jungle and was rescued after two days. 
Capt. Leigh who received information of this unfortunate 
event late visited the place with a force. His party was 
attacked by the insurgents. Many of his party were killed 
or wounded. The insurgents had the upper hand in their 
struggle with the British forces who could not cope with 
them as the insurgents took cover in deep jungle recesses. 


Mr. Cockburn was much worried about the situation 
in Sambalpur. He sent two more detachments of soldiers 
to Sambalpur to reinforce the strength of the army 
already there. Rajas, Zamindars and Gauntias were 
strictly warned against giving shelter to or support the 
insurgents. 


The situation in Sambalpur was getting worse. 
There were daily skirmishes between the insurgents and 
the British forces. Rebels could not be controlled effectively 
by the British forces. So Cockburn sent more soldiers and 
guns to strengthen the position of the British forces there. 
In December there were 6 companies of the 40th M.N.l., 
a detachment of Ramgarh batallion and a detachment 
of artillery. In spite of this grand array of forces the 
Government failed to control the situation effectively. On 
the 30th December 57, Capt. Wood charged the rebels in 
their stronghold and dispersed them after killing 53 and 
wounding many. This was a major victory of the Govern- 
ment forces. Chhabila Sai, brother of Surendra Sai, was 
shot dead at Kudopali. 


Major Bates with his force dispersed the insurgents 
of Jharghati and destroyed the village Kolabari, another 
important stronghold of the insurgents in the 2nd week 
of January. Next, Capt. Leigh attacked Delerigarh on the 
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peak of Barapahar, another stronghold of the rebels. He 
failed to dislodge them owing to strong barricade erected 
there. He had to retreat. While the British force was 
retreating the insurgents fell upon his force killing and 
wounding some. 


On the 12th February, Capt. Woodbridge attacked on 
the insurgents post of Paharsingara. Capt. Wood was shot 
dead and many of his men were killed or wounded in the 
affray. Capt. Nichola made a successful attack on Barapa- 
har and disloged the insurgents from their stronghold. 
Thereafter the Government soldiers hunted down’'the 
rebels in different parts of the district. Surendra Sai with 
very diminished force and resources had to take refuge 
in deep jungle. However, he managed to elude the grasp 
of the forces of the Government. 


Col. Forster who had successfully suppressed 
Porahat rebellion joined the forces stationed at Sambalpur. 
He startad a reign of terror by indiscriminate arrests and 
trial by court martial. He relieved Capt. Leigh. Ujjal Sai 
was captured by Raja of Patna who made him over to 
Col. Forster who hanged him.. 


There is nothing very important to note during 
those two years excepting that Government forces struck 
blows at every possible places where the rebels were 
expected to be hiding. But Surendra Sai and some of his 
followers remained at large. 


In April 1861 Major Impey was appointed as 
Dy. Commissioner, Sambalpur. He followed a policy of 
conciliation. He recommended to the Government to offer 
pardon to the rebels who would surrender themselves. 
His proposal was accepted by the Government with 
exception of Surendra Sai, Udanta Sai and Mitrabhanu 
Sai. Accordingly, in September, 1861, Major Impey issued 
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proclamation about pardon of rebels and restoration of 
their property if they surrendered themselves voluntarily. 


On the 11th October 1861 a second proclamation 
was issued offering pardon to Mitrabhanu and guarantee 
of life to Surendra and his brother Udanta if they 
surrendered themselves. 


Many of the rebel Zamindars surrendered themselves 
and received generous treatment. This encouraged others to 
come forward. Mitrabhanu surrendered on the 7th January 
1862. He was well-received and assured of restoration of 
two Lakheraj villages. On the 17th January Udanta Sai 
and Dhruva Sai surrendered. Krupasindhu Behera, the 
Khond rebel leader also surrendered. Hathi Singh, the 
Zamindar of Ghes, one of staunchest followers of Surendra 
also surrendered himself and his Zamindari was restored to 
him. Surendra Sai surrendered on the 16th May 1862 ona 
guarantee of his life, liberty and pardon. Most of the rebels 
submitted excepting Kunjal Singh, brother of Hathi Singh 
and Kamal Singh, uncle of Khageswar Deo. Major Impey 
proposed a pension of Rs. 1500/- p.m. for Surendra Sai 
but the Governor-General sanctioned Rs. 1200/-p.m. only. 


Kamal Singh, his associates and his gond followers 
committed dacoities and other depredations. So Sambalpur 
did not remain peaceful despite surrender of Surendra Sai. 
Between May and July 1863 eighteen dacoities were 
committed. The most important event in connection with 
the Sambalpur rebellion was the death of Major Impey, 
who by his conciliatory policy had successfully brought 
about the surrender of Surendra Sai and other leaders and 
was on the point of giving a finishing touch to the 
uprising and restoring peace in the lJong-disturbed district. 
From 1864 the politics took a serious turn and the fate 
of the rebels who had been pardoned was sealed, 
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J. N. Berill was appointed as Superintendent of 
Police, Sambalpur in 1863. From the beginning he was 
obsessed with the idea that surrender of Surendra Sai and 
his associates was just for a show in order to take the 
suspicion of the authorities off them, while they were 
really plotting to raise another insurrection with the idea 
of securing the throne of Sambalpur. Kama! Singh and 
Kunjal Singh who had not surrendered were raising a 
force on behalf of Surendra Sai and intimidating the 
Gaontias who were supporting the Government. The 
dacoities that were being committed were in that 
connection. Major Impey, when he was alive remained 
firm in his conviction and did not give credit of the theory 
of Berill. After his death, Berill managed to convince 
Major Cumberledge, the successor of Major Impey that 
there were proofs of Surendra Sai’s complicity with Kamal 
Singh. 


Berill collected some evidence including a letter 
from Kamal Singh to Surendra Sai to prove that his 
presumption was correct.!! So he decided to arrest, of 
course, with the consent of Cumberledge, Surendra Sai, 
his two sons, sons of Dhruba Sai, Khageswara Deo and 
his two brothers, Lokanath Panda, Dharani Misra, Sardakar 
Mallik and Mitrabhanu Sai. 


On the 23rd January, 1864 the insurgents, Surendra 
Sai, his three brothers, his son, Dhruba Sai and his four 
sons, Khageswara Deo and his two brothers, Lokanath 
Panda, Dharanidhar Misra and Sardakar Mallik were 
arrested. They were tried in the sessions court. The 
charges against them were : 


(i) They were preparing to wage war against the 
Queen or, (ii) abetting the war preparation and (iii) conceal 
ing the existence of a design to wage war. 


11. History of the Freedom Movement in Orissa, Vol. Il p. 51. 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


42 


In August 1864 John Scarlette Campbell, the Judicial 
Commissioner of C.P. acquitted them of the above charges. 


But the Executive Officers, the Deputy. Commissioner 
and the Superintendent of Police were adamant in their 
conviction in the guilt of Surendra Sai and his associates 
and wanted to put them behind the bar by fair means or 
foul. So Surendra Sai and his six associates, Udanta Sai, 
Dhurba Sai, Medhnu Sai, Mitrabhanu Sai, Khageswar Deo 
and Lokanath Deo were arrested under Regulation III of 
1818 by the order of the Chief Commissioner. They were 
to be kept confined in jail until the pleasure of the British 
Government. The prisoners were sent to Asirgarh fort for 
their confinement. 


Medhnu Sai died in the prison, Dhruba Sai and 
Mitrabhanu Sai were released in 1877. Surendra Sai died 
in the prison.!2 


Thus ended the first phase of the Freedom Struggle, 
the Resistance Movement. The Movement was regional in 
character, as such, it cannot be called National Freedom 
Struggle; all the same, the rising in different parts of Orissa 
against the establishment of British rule constituted 
regional freedom struggle. The persons who laid down 
their lives or suffered heavy punishment in this Freedom 
Struggle are as honourable as those who lost their lives 
or suffered in the National Freedom Struggle under the 
auspices of the Indian National Congress. 


12. Mukherji, History of the Freedom Movement in Orissa, 
Vol. Il, pp 8—73. 
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MERIAH SACRIFICE AND KHOND REBELLION, 1842 
AND CHAKRA BISOI 


George Russel, the Special Commissioner appointed 
for suppression of Ghumsar rebellion reported to the 
Government in Au gust 1836 that the custom of human 
sacrifice prevailed in the Maliah of the Ghumsar State. 
In May 1837 Russel submitted another report about 
prevalence of the custom of human sacrifice in the 
Khondmal! region of Baud State. That year, Captain 
Campbell, Asst. Collector, Ganjam visited Ghumsar Maliah 
in December, 1837 and rescued about 100 victims. 


The question of eradication of this cruel practice 
was discussed in Government circles in Madras and the 
Governor, Madras moved the Governor-General in this 
matter. The matter was finally approved by the Court of 
Directors. So in April, 1842 Madras Government appointed 
Captain Macpherson as Agent to the Governor and 
entrusted him with the duties of suppressing of meriah 
sacrifice prevalent among the Khonds. As meriah 
sacrifice was also prevalent among Khonds of the 
Khondmal! area of Baud State, the Supreme Government in 
their resolution dated the 19th July 1845 decided that 
Ghumsar Maliah and Baud State should form one 
administrative unit and be placed under the jurisdiction 
of the Superintendent of Tributary Mahals. Captain 
Macpherson was appointed as Agent in the hill tracts of 
Orissa with his headquarters at Russelkonda. 


In 1846 Capt. Macpherson visited Khondmal!, met 
the Khond leaders and rescued over 170 victims by 
persuation. But Chakra-‘Bisoi, the Khond leader who bore 
a deep grudge against the British for their illtreatment of 
Dora Bisoi, took this opportunity to incite the Khonds 
against the British. Under his incitement the Khonds who 
had been partially won over by Capt. Macpherson now 
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turned hostile and demanded restoration of the meriahs. 
Thus pressed, Capt. Macpherson made over the victims to 
the Raja of Baud on the promise that their lives would be 


spared. 


In Nov. 1846 Macpherson marched into Khondmal 
with a force. He burnt some Khond villages. This 
act of reprisal on the part of Capt. Macpherson incited 
the Khonds of Baud into a revolt. They joined hands 
with the Khonds of Ghumsar. Their leader Chakra Bisoi 
came down to plains and started depredations in the 
villages there. Capt. Dunlop was sent to quel! the rebellion. 
He burnt down Khond villages and destroyed their crop. 
In the mean time Madras Govt. sent Major General Dyce 
with a sufficient force for effectively suppressing the rising. 
Major Genera! Dyce put down the rising quickly. Thus 
tranquillity was restored in Ghumsar Maliah. 


Major General Dyce made some allegations against 
Capt. Macpherson. On enquiry Capt. Macpherson (promoted 
to the rank of Lt. Colonel) was acquitted of the charges 
against him. He was entrusted with the work of abolition 
of human sacrifice among the Khonds. Lt. Colonel 
Macpherson and his Assistant, Capt. Mac Vicar succeeded 
in rescuing large number of meriahs by tactful persuasive 
measure. 


Lt. Col. Macpherson after some absence returned to 
his duties in 1851. Khonds of Bandari in Gunpur Taluk in 
Jeypore Zamindari refused to deliver the meriahs. So 
Macpherson marched against them and burnt their villages. 
Thereafter there was no further opposition. Lt. Col. 
Campbell! rescued one hundred and four meriahs from 
Raibejji and Chandrapur muthas, the main seats of meriah 
sacrifice. The work of Lt. Col. Campbell was continued 
after him by his assistants, Capt. Mac Vicar and Capt. 
Maczeil and they succeeded in eradication of the age long 
savage practice. 
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Chakra Bisoi 


After suppression of Ghumsar rebellion in 1836 
by Mr. Russel. Chakra Bisoi fled to Ghumsar Maliah. 
As stated above he tried to incite the Khonds against the 
British. After his failure in that direction he led a 
fugitive life. He took shelter in Angu!l area. Fhe Raja of 
Angul was suspected of giving help and shelter to Chakra 
Bisoi. He was asked to deliver him. When he denied 
any connection with him the Government disbelieved him 
and confiscated his estate in 1848 Thereafter Chakra 
Bisoi led a fugitive life hiding himself in different areas like 
Baud, Sonepur, Madanpur etc. Every attempt was made 
by the Government for his apprehension but to no effect. 
He also rejected the proposal of surrender in lieu of pardon. 
He was known to be living till 1856. Nothing is known 
of him thereafter. He might have died or left for some 
up-country places for spending the rest of his life in peace.!3 


ee 
13. Mukherji, History oj Orissa in the 19th century, 
Chapt. VII, pp. 198-219. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The struggle for freedom of India started in an 
organised way and on All-India basis with the establishment 
of Indian National Congress in 1885. The first phase 
of the freedom struggle under the newly-founded {[ndian 
National Congress is termed as a period of “‘‘Liberal 
Nationalism”. The object of the Congress in this phase, 
was to ‘promote self-Government through democratization 
of the administration’. For this purpose Congress wanted 
spread of education, separation of judicial and executive 
functions, wider employment of Indians in the higher posts 
of public service. 


The Congress wanted to bring about the above 
changes in a peaceful and constitutional way. They moved 
the Government in those matters through petitions and 
prayers. In their annual sessions Congress passed resolu- 
tions drawing the attention of the Government to various 
problems and handicaps in the then existing administration 
and praying for their removal. It was the policy of prayer 
and political beggary which the Congress followed for 
attainment of the objects. This policy continued from the 
inception of Congress till 1905 when some of the more 
progressive leaders with higher aspiration of attainment of 
‘Swaraj}’” under the guidance of the famous Trio, 
Lal—Bal—Pal, revolted against this policy of political 
beggary and wanted to inspire the people with a feeling of 
militant nationalism and make them move onwards for 
achievement of national ideal with their heads held high 
and feet planted stoutly on the soil of their motherland, 
The ‘Trio,’ Bal Gangadhar Tillak, Lala Lajpat Rai and 
Bipin Chadra Pal infused the people with a new feeling of 
dynamic nationalism by their fiery writings and speeches. 
The moderates like Phiroz Shah Mehta, Dadabhai Naroji, 
S. N. Banerji did not like the ideology and violent methods 
of the extremists. Thye wanted to move slowly, peacefully 
and constitutionally. Thus,by 1906 the Indian National 
Congress was split into two camps, the Moderates and the 
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Extremists. The latter virtually left the Congress to 
follow their own course without any opposition or 
hindrance. The split continued till 1919 whereafter the 
two factions became united under the leadership of 
Mahatma Gandhi. 


The year 1906 constitutes an important landmark 
in the annals of modern India. It witnessed the effects 
of the famous partition of Bengal of 1905. It revolu- 
tionised the poiitical atmosphere of India and inspired the 
younger generation with new ideal of Swaraj as the 
ultimate goal of India. It witnessed also the split in the 
Indian National Congress. The foundation of Muslim 
League is another momentous event of the year. The 
emergence of Muslim League caused another split in the 
National Congress. Its scope gradually widened in course of 
subsequent years. It ultimately became a rival of Congress. 
Thus the year 1906 constitutes a very significant year 
in the history of the modern India. ¢ 


The Non-Cooperation Movement which was started 
in the year 1921 ina mass scale under the guidance of 
Mahatma Gandhi was actually started in the year 1906 
as Swadesi Movement. Swaraj, Swadesi, Boycott of 
British goods and institutions and National Education were 
four fundamental principles of the Swadesi Movement. 
It was originally started in Bengal in protest against the 
partition of Bengal. It gradually spread to other parts 
of India. Boycott of British goods and starting of national 
industry and educational institution and boycott of courts 
constituted the main items of the Swadesi Movement 
which was both political and economic. The movement 
generated a wave of national consciousness throughout 
the country. The seeds of future mass Non-Cooperation 
Movement were sown in this movement. 


With intensification of Swadesi Movement under 
the guidance of the famous Trio, Lal—Bal—Pal, the revolu- 
tionary ideas of terrorism caught the imagination of a 
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section of the educated youth who took solemn oath to 
terrorise the foreign administration by armed attacks at the 
risk of their lives. This section of the extremists came 
to be known as ‘Terrorists’. They committed many acts 
of terrorism and many of them attained martyrdom. The 
split thus caused continued till almost 1919, whereafter 
the split was sealed and Freedom Struggle was continued 
under the guidance of Mahatma Gandhi on a national 
basis covering the whole of India. Thus the period from 
1903—1919 constitutes the second phase of the Freedom 
Struggle, the first phase comprising two decades from 
1885 to 1905 being a period of peaceful and constitutional 
agitation for removing the injustices suffered by the 
Indians. The third phase of Freedom Struggle started in 
1920 and ended in 1947 with the achievement of 
independence of India. The three important stages in the 
third phase were Non-Cooperation Movement in 1920- 
1922, Civil Disobedience Movement, 1930-1922 and 
Quit India Movement, 1942. 


In Orissa the National Institutions, like Utkal Sabha, 
National Society of Balasore and Utkal Hitaisini Samaj of 
Ganjam were associated, as already stated, with the 
National. Congress from 1890 to 1895, whereafter Orissa 
politics was entirely centred round the question of 
amalgamation of all Oriya-speaking tracts under one 
administration. So Orissa’s political activities were 
temporarily cut off from the main stream of Indian politics. 
But in 1921 Utkal Provincial Congress Committee was 
set up as a branch of the Indian National Congress and 
Orissa played significant part in the Freedom Struggle of 
India from 1921 to 1947. 
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ACTIVITIES OF BENGAL TERRORISTS IN ORISSA 


The Swadesi Movement which was inaugurated in 
Bengal as a protest against Lord Curzon’s partition of 
Bengal spread to other provinces; but Orissa, whose 
northern border adjoins Bengal was not affected by this 
movement, because the politicians of Orissa were solely 
busy with the question of amalgamation of all Oriya- 
speaking areas into one administrative unit. 


But some of the terrorists of Bengal came to Orissa 
to do things secretly far beyond the watchful eyes of the 
Bengal Police. 


Chainpur Dacoity 


On the 14th September 1914 a dacoity was committed 
in the house of Sadai Sahu, a rich man of village Chainpur 
near Jajpur town by some Bengal terrorists. According 
to facts available, the dacoity was committed in the 
following circumstances. 


In September 1914 Jajpur Subdivision was severely 
hit by high flood. Flood relief camps were opened for 
rendering help to the flood-hit persons. Some relief- 
workers came from Bengal. There were some terrorists 
among them. They made some enquiries about the 
loca] people, and came to know that Sadai Sahu of 
Chainpur was a very rich man. They also came in close 
contact with K. P. Basu of Jajpur, Atal Behari Acharya 
of Cuttack and Lakshmidhar, an Oriya student of Jajpur 
H. S. School. The terrorists went back to Calcutta after 
flood-reliei. There they hatched a plot to commit 
dacoity in the house of Sadai Sahu of Chainpur to collect 
some funds for their party. Accordingly, one of them 
came to Cuttack just before Puja holidays and hired a 
house in Buxibazar. He also met Atal Behari Acharya and 
gave him a hint about the purpose for which he had come. 
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But A. B. Acharya who was not enthusiastic about the 
idea avoided him. But the terrorists had secured the 
services of Lakshmidhar who was prosecuting his studies 
in Calcutta. He was, in fact, enlisted in their group. 
Through him they secured the services of Basua Barik, 
who was serving in the house of ‘Gyanendra Mitra in 
Calcutta, and who was a man of the locality where dacoity 
was to be committed. On the 14th September, 1914, 
some of the terrorists including Lakshmidhar came to 
Baitarani Road Station. Some also came from Cuttack. 
They all proceeded to Chainpur. They were armed with 
daggers, bombs and pistols. Sadai Sahu was stabbed and 
his wife was wounded. Cash money, gold and silver 
ornaments of the value of about Rs. 6000/- in all was 
looted. After the dacoity the gang returned to Baitarani 
Road Station. On the way they cut the telegraph wire 
as a measure of precaution so that police could not send 
messages to different police stations. At Baitarani Road 
each member of the gang was given a ticket for Calcutta 
which Suresh had purchased at Cuttack Station. The 
members of the gang involved in the dacoity could not be 
arrested by the police. 


Kaptipada-Balasore Episode 


Five Bengali terrorists under the leadership of 
Jatin Mukherji (Bagha Jatin) had taken shelter in a village 
near Kaptipada in the Mayurbhanj State. They posed as 
Sanyasi and their Guru was Jatin. People in the locality 
called him Guru. The five terrorists were Jatin, Jyosis, 
Chittapriya, Niren and Manoranjan. They were suspected 
of having committed theft of arms and ammunitions of 
M/s. R. B. Rodds & Co., Calcutta. Somehow the Calcutta 
police suspected that the members of the gang were 
hiding somewhere in Balasore town. 


On 4th September 1915 Sir ‘Charles Teggart 
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta with his two assistants, 
Mr. Bird and Mr. Denham, came to Balasore to enquire 
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into the case. They met Mr. Kilbby, Magistrate, Balasore, 
and S. P., Mr. Khodabox. It was decided to make a 
thorough search of a cycle shop, Balasore Emporium, 
which had been opened some time back by a Bengali. 
The search was fruitless excepting for a scrap of paper 
containing a word ‘Kaptipada’, Acting on that clue, the 
party of above named officers and some police started 
for Kaptipada. There they came to know that the 
suspects had left the place a short while ago. So the 
party left for Balasore. 


In the meantime the group of terrorists had reached 
Balasore by the 7th September and were exploring some 
means of escape. They finally decided to go on foot to some 
distant place and take the Trunk Road for Calcutta. For 
this purpose they secretly moved along the bank of the 
Burrahbalang river and wanted to cross it at a distance 
from Fullari Ghat where there was a boat for public ferry. 
At some distance from the’ Fullari ghat they saw a 
fisherman in his boat in the midstream. They requested 
him to ferry them across the river but he did not comply. 
So they theatened him with a pistol. At this the fisherman 
ferried them across the river. After crossing the river 
they proceeded along an embankment. Sometimes after 
they came to a bifurcation of the road, one leading to 
Mayurbhanj and the other to the Trunk Road to Calcutta. 
Unfortunately the terrorists chose the wrong road to 
Mayurbhanj. By this time they had been noticed by the 
villagers and had aroused their curiosity. The Chowkidar 
and Daffadar of the area faced them and asked them to go 
to the police station with them. They were threatened 
with pistol. So they hastened to report the matter in the 
police station. 


The villagers of Chasakhand, however, followed 
them at a distance. They were repeatedly asked by the 
terrorists not to follow them ; but they did not listen. 
They took the pistols of the terrorists as toy pistols. One 
of the villagers, Raju Mohanty, pushed forward and asked 
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the villagers to follow. A shot was fired by the terrorists 
and Raju Mohanty dropped down dead. 
° 


The terrorists realised the precarious position they 
were in; so they they tried to reach the Trunk Road 
by crossing the intervening paddy fields. But they 
could not make it as they had to cross two rivulets. [In the 
meantime a police force under the Magistrate and the 
S.P. was zpproaching. So the terrorists gave up all 
hope of escape and prepared themselves to face the 
coming fight as best as they could. They waited for the 
police party behind an ant-hill mound. 


There ନ short confrontation between the two 
parties. There was exchange of fire resulting in death of 
one of the terrorists, Chittapriya. Jatin was seriously 
wounded. He died next day. 


The remgining there were tried by a tribunal 
consisting of M. S. Macpherson, a District Judge, 
Rai Bahadur N. C. Mitra, Advocate and Rai Saheb 
Dayanidhi Das, Dy. Magistrate. The prosecution was 
conducted by Mr. Manuk of Patna High Court Bar. 
Upendra Nath Ghose, Advocate, Balasore, defended 
Manoranjan & Niren, and Radhakanta Ganguli, Advocate, 
appeared for Jyotish. The first two accused were given 
capital punishment while Jyotish was sentenced to 
transportation for life. Thus ended the career of five bright 
jewels of the country who laid down their lives for their 
beloved Motherland. 


Every year a meeting is held in village Chasakanda 
where the incident took place in memory of the supreme 
sacrifice of the sahids. People pay their respects to them. 


Notes on some youngmen of Orissa suspected 
to be Terrorists. 


The following three youngmen of Orissa were 
suspected of having connection with Terrorist Movement 
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of Bengal, so they were externed from Bengal and interned 
in Orissa. They were required (i) to report themselves 
to the Superintendent of Police &nd also to the Officer in- 
charge of P.S. {ii) to reside in the place selected by S.P., 
{iii} not to leave their residence between 6 A.M. to 6 P.M., 
(iv) to promptly deliver all correspondences to the Officer 
in-charge of P. S. and not to correspond with any 
one without examination by Officer-in-charge of P. S. and 
({v) to report themselves personally every week to the 
Officer-in-charge of P.S. 


The three youngmen in question were : 


i) Sasanka Sekhar Mukherjee, son of Ashutosh 
Mukherjee, lawyer at Cuttack He was prosecuting 
his studies in Bengal. 


2) Atal Behari Acharya, a resident of a village 
in the Cuttack district. He was a student in Medica! 
College, Calcutta. 


3) Bairagi Tripathy of Patia of the Cuttack district 
was a student of St, Xavier’s College, Calcutta and was 
the Editor of a students’ magazine. 
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THIRD PHASE OF FREEDOM STRUGGLE IN ORISSA 
1921—1947. 


Political Background 


The year 1919 is a very important landmark in 
the annals of history of Indian National Struggle for 
freedom for the following reasons. 


(1) The Swadesi Movement which started in 1906 
heralded a new era of dynamic political activity in India. 
Younger people under the leadership of the famous Trio, 
Lal-Bal-Pal, dominated the political arena of India and 
dynamised the political activities. The sleeping lion had 
been awakened. The political consciousness in India reached 
new heights. «The struggle for freedom could no more be 
stopped. The Partition of Bengal had revealed the true 
colour of British diplomacy in India. Against such a 
political background the India Act of 1919 came into 
force. The Act though a slight improvement on Morley- 
Minto Reforms of 1909, did not fulfill the promises held 
out to Indians during the war The Act of 1919 fell much 
short of the hopes and aspirations of the Indians. Some 
considered it as an act of betrayal. Thus the sense of 
frustration among the Indians strengthened the struggle 
for freedom. 


ii) The Jallianawala Bagh tragedy of 1st April, 1919 
and the attitude of the British towards that ghastly event 
shocked the Indians beyond measure. A wave of strong 
indignation passed over the entire country, 


iii) The Rowlatt Bili of 1919 authorised police to 
arrest a person without warrant and imprison him 
without trial. This unjust repressive act added fuel to the 
fire of indignation ignited by the Jallianawala Bagh tragedy. 
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iv) After the first world-war there was a strong 
rumour that the Allied powers were going to humble 
the Caliph of Turkey by breaking up his empire. So to 
put pressure on the British authorities for making an 
honourable settlement with Turkey the Indian Muslims 
formed a Khilafat Committee. In a meeting of the 
Committee held in Delhi under the Chairmanship of 
Mahatma Gandhi it was decided to send a deputation to 
Viceroy to acquaint him with the feelings of Indian 
Muslims in respect of the ensuing treaty. In spite ot it 
Caliph meted out a humiliating treatment in 1920 
treaty. So on the advice of Mahatma Gandhi, Khilafat 
Committee decided to adopt non-cooperation programme 
as the only weapon to acquaint the British about the deep 
feeling of resentment of the Indian Muslims. Thus the 
Khilafat Committee joined hands with the Congress in the 
proposed non-cooperation programme. 


v) The great nationalist, a dynamic personality, 
Lokamanya Tilak died on 31st July 1920, giving a free hand 
to Mahatma Gandhi to shape his own policy. For the facts 
stated above the year 1919 constitutes a very important 
landmark in the annals of Indian National Struggle for 
freedom. 


The Non-Cooperation Movement 1921—1922 


Gandhiji’s programme of non-cooperation was 
accepted by the Congress in the historic Nagpur session in 
December 1920. The programme included {i} boycott of 
elections to be held under the Government of India Act of 
1919, {ii} boycott of courts, councils, schools, colleges and 
all foreign goods, (iii) setting up of Panchayat courts to 
settle disputes, setting up national schools for education of 
the boys and girls and using of Charkha and other 
country-made goods. 


In Orissa the younger section of the educated mass 
had developed much political consciousness during 
Swadesi Movement. The fiery speeches and writings of the 
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famous Trio who [ed the extremist group of the 
Nationalists, contibuted greatly to development of political 
urge in them. Towards the close of 1919 college students 
like N. K. Chaudhuri, Bhayirathi Mahapatra, Raj Krishna 
Bose, H. K. Mahtab, Nityananda Kanungo and others used 
to meet daily in a small room in the Cuttack Town Hall in 
the evening to discuss the political situation prevailing 
in the country. 


A large number of delegates from Orissa, like 
Gopabandhu Das, H. K. Mahtab, Mukunda Prasad Das, 
Bhagirathi Mahapatra, Jagabandhu Singh and others 
attended the Nagpur session of the National Congress. 
They came back infused with a deep feeling of nationlism 
and wanted to divert the current Orissan politics, then 
centred round the question of amalgamation of Oriya- 
speaking areas, to the main current of Indian politics. 


They attended the Chakradharpur session of the 
Utkal Union Cqnference where Pandit Gopabandhu Das 
moved a resolution to the effect that Indian Freedom 
Struggle should be the main objective of Orissan politics 
and that Orissa should take active part in All-India Freedom 
Struggle alongwith other peoples of India. Though the 
Unionists did not accept this resolution, it was passed in 
overwhelming majority in the meeting. The Unionists, 
thereafter, separated themselves from the new Orissan 
politics and continued their activities relating to unification 
of Oriya-speaking areas as before. 


Mahatma Gandhi paid a visit to Orissa on the 24th 
March, 1921. He visited Berhampur, Puri, Cuttack, 
Bhadrak and addressed mass meetings there. Mahatmaji’s 
visit brought about an unprecedented mass-awakening and 
political consciousness. This helped the organisation of 
Congress activities in Orissa, as people from far interior 
areas came forward to enlist themselves as volunteers. 
A large number of students left schools and some students 
of Ravenshaw College like H. K. Mahtab, N. Kanungo, 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


60 


N. K. Chaudhuri, R. K. Bose left the College. In 
response to Mahatmaji’s call Gopabandhu Chaudhuri, a 
Dy. Collector and many others in different posts resigned 
their services. PF 


In March 1921, Utkal Provincial Congress Cornmittee 
was constituted by Pandit Gopabandhu Das. It may be 
noted that Orissa did not have a separate Congress 
Committee before March, 1921, Orissa Congress activities 
were carried on under the auspices of Bihar and Orissa 
Congress Committee. In the Nagpur session, it was decided 
that separate Provincial Congress Committees should be 
formed on linguistic basis. It was in accordance with this 
decision of the Indian National Congress that Utkal 
Provincial Congress Committee was formed. 


The following were the office-bearers of this newly 
constituted committee. 


Pandit Gopabandhu Das—President. 
Akram Rusool—Vice-President. 
Bhagirathi Mahapatra — Secretary. 
Brajabandhu Das—dJt. Secretary. 


Besides the above there were some ordinary members. 


Members like Gopabandhu Das, Jagabandhu Singh, 
Nilakantha Das, Gopabandhu Chaudhuri, Niranjan Patnaik, 
H. K. Mahtab, Bhagirathi Mahapatra, Dharanidhar Misra, 
Atal Behari Acharya, Brajamohan Panda and Jamini Kanta 


Biswas were elected to be deputed to attend the next 
A.I.C.C. meeting. 


For proper organisation of the Congress activities, 
District and Sub-Divisional Committees were formed each 
under an able worker who was to organise and supervise 
the Congress work in the district level. Following members 
were given charge of different districts : Balasore district 
in charge of H. K. Mahtab ; Cuttack District in charge 
of J. Mangraj (Kendrapara Sub-Division), R. K. Bose 
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(Jajpur Sub-Division) and Bhagirathi Mahapatra (Cuttack 
Sadar Sub-Division) ; Puri District in charge of Jagabandhu 
Singh and Krupasindhu Misra; Sambalpur District in charge 
of Nilakantha Das and Ganjam District in charge of 
Niranjan Patnaik. 


To make the organisational set-up more thorough 
two Asrams, Swaraj Asram at Cuttack and Alaka Asram 
at Jagatsinghpur were founded to train the workers and 
also to provide accommodation to the workers coming 
from interior parts of the province. 


The following young and enthusiastic workers of 
the Congress formed a committee under the name Swaraj 
Sevak Sangha to carry on constructive and propaganda 
work. They also enrolled the following members for the 
Congress. 


Brajabandhu Das, Secretary 
Naba Krushna Chaudhuri, 
Ramprasad Singh, 

Raghu Rout, 

Raj Kishore Das 


The Non-Cooperation Movement spread all over 
Orissa in a short time. Picketing of foreign cloth and 
liquor shops, boycotting of courts, propagation of Khadi, 
setting-up of village panchayats were the main activities 
of this movement. The Congress workers carried on this 
message of the Congress far into the interior regions of 
Orissa. There was political awakening everywhere. People 
came forward in large numbers to enlist themselves as 
Congress members. The response was not as much as 
expected. It was mainly due to the police officials and 
zamindars who kept the people in awe so far as Congress 
activities were concerned, Under Criminal Law (Amendment) 
Act of 1908 which was enforced, the Police could make 
indiscriminate house searches and arrests. Thus people 
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remained in constant fear and hesitated to enlist them- 
selves as Congress members or even to show any sympathy 
towards it. In spite of all these handicaps 40,000 people had 
enrolled themselves as Congress" members by June 1921. 
An amount of Rs. 22,000/- was collected for Tilak Fund 
and 15,000 Charkhas had been introduced under the 
Khadi propagation programme. 


The Utkal Provincial Congress Committee was 
started in 1921 and the Non-Cooperation programme was 
taken up immediately after the start. So there was hardly 
any time for proper organisation of the newly constituted 
Congress Committee in order to undertake the Congress 
programme in a well-planned way. Despite this difficulty 
the new Congress achieved far more success than expected. 
It was mainly due to the young and enthusiastic workers 
who devoted themselves heart and soul to the work assigned 
to them. They carried -the message of the National 
Congress all over the province and inspired the people 
to come forward to join the National Movement. Despite 
all handicaps, the response was very encouraging. In 
respect of picketing of foreign cloth shops and liquor 
shops the achievement was very satisfactory. There was 
appreciable decrease in the business in respect of these 
two items. Pandit Gopabandhu Das went so far as to 
organise the Oriya labourers in Calcutta so that they 
might boycott the shops dealing with foreign cloth. This 


move made a strong impact on the business circle of 
Calcutta. 


Gram Panchayats were set up in many villages in 
the interiors and local disputes were disposed of there. 
The people tried to boycott courts as far as possible, 


at least in respect of cases that could have otherwise been 
instituted. 


National schools were set up in every district. In 


Cuttack two National schools were opened, one at 
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Jagatsinghpur and another at Nayabazar. In Sambalpur a 
national school was established with Nilakantha Das as 
principal. Satyabadi Scheol was already an ideal national 
school. 


Pandit Gopabandhu Das set up a press at Satyabadi 
to bring out an Oriya weekly, ‘Samaj’ in 1919. This paper 
played a very important role during the Non-Cooperation 
Movement. It published all information regarding Congress 
activities for the knowledge of the public, criticised the 
repressive actions of the Government and exhorted people 
to come forward and take active part in the Freedom 
Struggle. | 


Chandra Sekhar Misra of Sambalpur brought out an 
Oriya paper, ‘Seva’ which was devoted to the national 
cause. 


With the inauguration of the Non-Cooperation 
Movement following national books were published. 


1) Mohan Bansi relating to Non-Cooperation Movement 
by Brundaban Das. 


2) Gandhi Mahatmya in poetry by Jagabandhu Singh. 


3) Bharatiya Swaraj an Oriya translation of Gandhiji’s 
‘Indian Home rule’ by Krutibas Nanda 


4) Triumph of Non-Cooperation (Leaflet). 
by Gopabandhu Das 


Those books helped a good deal in mass-awakening. 
People could know the philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi 
in launching the Non-Cooperation Movement. Those 
publications popularised the Congress activities in Orissa. 


Students of schools and colleges evinced keen 
interest in the National Movement. They were the 
vanguard of the Congress Movement. Many students of 
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promising career left their studies and joined Congress 
Movement. They were the inspired workers to whom the 
newly set-up Congress in Orissa owed much for its 


success. 


Constructive and organisational works were going 
on alongwith field works like picketing, propaganda and 
enrollment of volunteers. In each district a number of 
Congress Asrams were set up to give training to the 
workers. Besides, many Khadi and Charkha centres were 


also started in different parts of the districts. 


Almost all the leaders of the Utkal Congress like, 
Gopabandhu Das, Bhagirathi Mahapatra, Akram Rusool, 
Atal Behari Acharya, Raj Krushna Bose, Hare Krushna 
Mahtab, Mathuramohan Behera, Purna Chandra Nayak, 
Gobind Chandra Misra, Banchhanidhi Mohanty, Babaji 
Ram Das, Umacharan Mohanty and many others were 
arrested and convicted under different sections of the pena! 
code. Besides, many Congress volunteers were arrested 
and sent to jail. 


The lawyers of Orissa lent great moral support to 
the Congress Movement in Orissa. Some of the lawyers 
like Bhagirathi Mahapatra, Ashutosh Purohit, Mahendra 
Nath Burma gave up their practice and took up leading 
roles in the Congress Movement. Bar Association of 
different districts were very sympathetic towards the 
Congress Movement ; they gave both moral and material 
support to Congress. In December 1921 the lawyers of 
Cuttack held a meeting and criticised the Government for 
repressive measures. 


A large number of delegates from Orissa attended 
the Congress session at Ahmedabad in December 1921. 
The Congress activities in Orissa in the year 1922 
continued as in 1921, but the tempo had somewhat 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


65 


slowed down. The year is marked out on account of the 
following three events. ” 


i) Fire-havoc in the Cuttack and Balasore towns, 
ii} Kanika agrarian agitation, 


iii) Visit of some prominent leaders of Atl India 
Congress Committee. 


Fire Havoc 


In March of 1922 fire-havoc became a very serious 
problem in the Cuttack town. Thatched houses in 
different parts of the town suddenly caught fire and were 
burnt down both in the day time and at night. People 
could not ascertain the cause of such sudden fire. People 
strongly suspected that the police was causing fire-havoc 
to intimidate the people who were supporting the Congress. 
On the other hand, the police authorities accused Congress 
of deliberately causing fire-havoc to create a feeling of 
deep resentment against the Government. 


The police authorities accused Rajendranath Das 
and Suresh Chandra Ray, who were formerly members of 
terrorist organisation of taking lead in the plot to rouse the 
people against the Government, 


Youngmen in each sector of the town kept strict 
watch on the situation. Besides, Congress volunteers 
patrolled in the town at night to stop incendiarism. Despite 
all these precautions fire broke out here and there in the 
town. People manhandled some police personnel on 
suspicion. 


The fire-havoc also took place in the Balasore town. 
.H. K. Mahtab who was in Balasore met the District 
Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police in this 
connection. He discussed with them the steps to be taken 
to stop this nuisance. A committee was formed with D.M, 
as Chairman, S. P. as Vice-Chairman, H. K. Mahtab as 
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Secretary and some gentlemen of the town as members. 
The committee decided to arrange effective patrolling of 
the town to stop fire-havoc. This arrangement was effective 
and incendiarism gradually stopped. But none could know 
who caused this incendiarism. Some 10 or 12 persons 
were arrested in connection with fire-havoc but they were 
let off on the grounds of insanity. However, people strongly 
believed that the fire-havoc was caused by the police for 
intimidating the people of the town who were very 
sympathetic with the Congress. People lost faith in the 
police and learnt to depend on their own resources for 
their defence against any such harmful! event. It was 
estimated that about 20,000 houses were burnt down 
in the Cuttack and Balasore towns and their suburbs. 


Kanika Agrarian Agitation 


The agitation of the tenants of the Zamindari of 
Kanika against the proposed land settlement was one of the 
important events of 1922. It was connected indirectly with 
the Congress Movement going on at that time. 


The Kanika Zamindari is divided into two parts, 
Chhamuka and Panchmuka. The former was situated in the 
Cuttack district while the latter was in Balasore district, 
In 1921 the Raja of Kanika who, by the way, took a 
prominent part in Utkal Samilani activities and was known 
as a patriot of Orissa, proposed a fresh land settlement in 
the Zamindari. The tenants who were heavily burdened 
with already existing high rate of land tax and various other 
illegal exactions numbering over sixty, apprehended that it 
was a fresh move on the part of the Raja to raise the land- 
tax further. So they protested against that proposed settle- 
ment and demanded Government settlement instead of 
private settlement proposed by the Raja. Meetings were 
held all over the Zamindari and tenants remained united 
and firm in their demand. Raja, however, did not yield 
to the popular demand and wanted to enforce his order 
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oh the tenants at any cost. Thus started the Kanika 
agitation which constitutes a pathetic story of naked 
oppression of innocent people in the history of Orissa. 


The tenants of Kanika had long been subjected to 
exactions and oppressions in various forms and on various 
pretexts. But the Congress Movement in the neighbouring 
areas roused political consciousness in them and inspired 
them to be united for sake of their just rights. There is 
no denying the fact that the people of Kanika drew inspira- 
tion from the Congress Movement in the neighbouring 


areas, But, in fact, the Utkal Congress was not involved 
in it. 


The tenants wanted to pay their rent at then 
prevailing rate but their payment was not accepted by the 
Zamindar. So the tenants of Chhamuka deposited their 
rents in the Kendrapara treasury. This incensed the Raja 
who wanted to punish the tenants for their defiance of his 
orders. 


The Raja of Kanika had much influence in the higher 
circles of the Government. He convinced the higher autho- 
rities of the Government that tenants’ movement in 
Kanika was really a part of the Congress Movement and it 
was master-minded by the Congressmen. The picture 
presented by the Raja was accepted as true. So, arrange- 
ments were made to suppress it at any cost. The then 
police S. P, was a great enthusiast in this respect ; so he 
sent armed police to suppress the movement. 


The Divisional Commissioner paid a visit to Kanika 
to form an idea of the real situation. He stayed in the 
Kanika palace. The tenants, when they heard that the 
Commissioner had come to enquire into their grievances, 
proceeded in large numbers to meet him and place their 
grievances before him. But the Raja, however, managed 
to convince the Commissioner that the people were coming 
to attack the Rajbati and loot the property. At this, the 
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Commissioner felt alarmed and ordered the police to disperse 
the people. The trigger-happy police fired at the innocent 
people without warning. The riring resulted in the death 
of two persons. Many were wounded and 150 persons 
were arrested in that connection. 


Then started the reign of terror by the police who 
were let loose to do anything they liked without any 
control. People were beaten mercilessly ; modesty of 
women was outraged in many cases and property was 
looted. Villagers left their villages for fear and took 
shelter in the neighbouring jungle. Kanika oppression 
constitutes a black chapter in the history of administration 
of Cuttack District. The pathetic condition of the tenants 
of Orissa and the inhuman atrocities of the police was 
narrated in a small booklet, The Dukshini Kanika (The poor 
and unhappy Kanika) written by Pandit Gopabandhu Das. 
But this booklet was proscribed and confiscated by the 
Government. 


While reign of terror was prevailing in Chhamuka of 
Kanika Zamindari, its counterpart, the Panchmuka in the 
Balasore District was peaceful. The S.D.O. of Bhadrak 
had promulgated Section 144 in the area prohibiting any 
meeting. Mr. Hudson who was the S.P., an Irish man, had 
promised to Sri Mahtab to keep the district free of Police 
excess if Congressmen did not enter the area. But 
Gopabandhu Das and Bhagirathi Mahapatra had gone to 
attend a meeting at Bhadrak. In view of the understanding 
with S.P., they held a meeting in a closed area within the 
compound of a mosque. But the S.D.O., Bhadrak arrested 
them. After trial at Balasore they were sentenced to 
six months’ imprisonment. One hundred-fifty persons who 
had been arrested at Chhamuke were made to walk on 
foot from Chhamuka to Cuttack via Chandbali and Bhadrak 
instead of bringing them to Cuttack from Chhamuka 
situated at a much shorter distance, From Cuttack they 
were again taken to Kendrapara and then from Kendrapara 
to Raj-Kanika where their trial was held. This is just an 
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instance of utmost oppression the tenants of Kanika 
had been subjected to. The people were tried and 
convicted and sentenced to imprisonment or fine without 
being given an opportunity to appoint any lawyer to 
conduct their cases. At Panchmuka, the S. D. O., Bhadrak 
arrested some persons under Section 107,1. P. C. and 
convicted them. They appealed in the High Court against 
this conviction. They were acquitted by the High Court. 
The High Court held that Kanika agitation was an ordinary 
agrarian movement, not an anti-Government agitation. 


After this decision of the High Court the administrators 
who were recklessly indulging in arrests and convictions 
and various other oppressions toned up their reckless 
activities. Samanta Bhagaban Prasad Mahapatra raised 
the question of Kanika Movement and the oppressions 
committed on the people in the Council. Things gradually 
calmed down on administrative level and situation became 
normal. Kanika tenants’ agitation for their just rights 
which was dealt with in a ruthless oppressive manner will 
ever remain fresh in the memory of the people as one of the 
darkest episodes in the history of Orissa in the 19th century. 


Another noteworthy event of the year 1922 was 
the picketing of different centres of auction-sale of the 
Excise Department of the Ganjam District. As the time of 
auction-sale of Ichhapur. Berhampur, Balipadar the leading 
Congress workers of the District like V. V. Giri 
(afterwards President of India), Dibakar Pattnaik, Master 
Rama Lingam, Dinabandhu Behera, Banchhanidhi Pattnaik, 
Srimati Lakshmi Bai and others did picketing at the sites of 
auction-sale centres. This picketing by important 
citizens of the town did have unfavourable effect on the 
annual auction-sale of excise shops in the district. 


Visit of Prominent Leaders 


On the third August, 1922 very important leaders of 
A.I.C.C, like Rajgopal Chari, Motilal Nehru, V. J. Patel, 
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Dr, Ansari visited Cuttack to ascertain the state of Congress 
organisation and activities in Orissa and whether the 
provincial Congress was prepared for Civil Disobedience 
Movement. They consulted with top Congress leaders of 
Orissa, Gopabandhu Chaudhuri, Nilakantha Das, Godavaris 
Misra and others on this point. The Orissan leaders opined 
that Orissa was not prepared for full-scale Civil Disobedi- 
ence Movement in this conditions then prevailing. They 
favoured individual civil disobedience and council entry 
instead. The members of A.I.C.C. after consultation with 
the Orissan leaders left for Calcutta on the 4th August. 


Netaji Subhas Bose arrived at Cuttack in the third 
week of August. He met the Congress leaders of Orissa 
who were then available and discussed with them the 
then state of affairs of Utkal Congress Committee and 
steps to be taken to make the organisation solid and 
strong in order to effectively undertake agitations in a 
mass scale. 


The important fact of the year 1922, picketing, 
khadi propaganda etc. went on as before but the zeal 


of the people had almost been spent up. They needed 
new incentive for fresh work. 
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SALT SATYAGRAHA IN ORISSA 


The Non-Cooperation Movement practically died out 
by the end of 1922. Mahatma Gandhi was arrested on the 
4th March 1922 and was sentenced to six years’ imprison- 
ment. The Congress organisation practically became a ship 
without a captain. Some of the leaders like Chittaranjan 
Das, Bithal Bhai Patel doubted the effectiveness of the 
Non-Cooperation Movement and wanted to fight with the 
Government in the Assemblies and Councils. The Council- 
entry programme was ratified in the Coconada session in 
December, 1923. Thus Congress was divided into two 
camps; those who followed Gandhiji came to be known as 
belonging to Charkha party, while the party who favoured 
Council-entry was called the Sharab party. 


Early in 1924 Gandhiji was released on medical 
grounds. He presided over Belgum session of the Congress 
in 1924, but he could not stop the partition of Congress 
into two camps. This partition of the Congress into two 
camps slowed down the Congress activities in respect of 
Non-Cooperation Movement. Those who followed Gandhiji 
devoted themselves to constructive works like village 
organisation, propagation of Khadi etc., while some of the 
leaders of the Sharab party took part in the elections held 
towards the close of 1923. 


Godavaris Misra, Jagabandhu Singh, Radharanjan Das 
and Bhagabat Prasad Mohapatra were elected from Orissa 
for Provincial Assembly, while Bhubanananda Das and 
Nilakanth Das were elected for the Central Council. 


It might be noted here that many Congress workers 
and some leaders took part in District Board election in 
1923. Congress workers who contested the election were 
returned in large number. H. K. Mahtab took over the 
management of Balasore District Board as Chairman. 
Gokulananda Chaudhuri became the Chairman of Cuttack 
District Board and Banamali Das became the Chairman of 
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I'uri District Board. On the 27th October, 1923 a new 
newspaper Prajatantra was published from Balasore under 
the editorship of Harekrushna Mahtab. It is the second 
national newspaper after Samaj. Pandit Gopabandhu Das’s 
famous book Bandira Atmakatha { the story of a prisoner ) 
was also published in 1923. 


The first session of Utkal Provincial Congress 
Committee was held at Cuttack on the 28th and 29th 
June, 1924 under the presidentship of Prafulla Chandra 
Roy, the Congress leader of Calcutta. Madhusudan Das 
who had resigned his seat in the Bihar Ministry owing to 
some differences of opinion with the Government, attended 
the meeting. A number of resolutions on unification of 
Oriya-speaking areas, oppressions in Kanika etc. were 
passed in this session, A meeting of the Oriya Womens’ 
Conference was held in the Swaraj Ashram under the 
presidentship of P. C. Roy. 


Mahatma Gandhi came to Orissa for the second time 
on the 19th August, 1925 on the invitation of Madhusudan 
Das. He visited Utkal Tanneny and appreciated Mr. Das’s 
venture in starting a project of that type in the sphere 
of Cottage industry. He also visited Swaraj Ashram and 
addressed a mass meeting in the Cuttack Municipal 
compound. He was the guest of Mr. Das. He started for 
Madras on the 20th August. 


Elections were held in November, 1926 for Central 
Council and Provincial Assembly. The following persons 
were elected to the Central Council and Provincial Assembly 
from Orissa. 


Central Council Provincial Assembly 


1. Bhubanananda Das 
2. Nilakantha Das 


Narayan Birabar Samanta 
Nanda Kishore Das 
Godavaris Misra 

Lingaraj Misra 
Harekrushna Mahtab 


pwn 
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There was heavy and very destructive flood in the 
Balasore district in 1927. Congress workers under the 
leadership of Gopabandha Das did relief work and helped 
the people in distress. Christian missionaries also did 
laudable work in helping the distressed people. Of course, 
contribution of Mr. Andrews in this respect will ever 
remain in the memory of the people of the Balasore 
district. 


Another important event of the year 1927 is the third 
visit of Mahatma Gandhi to Orissa in connection with 
Khadi propagation work. Mahatma Gandhi wanted to 
have first-hand knowledge of the people of Orissa. He 
reached Berhampur on the 5th December, 1927. He 
visited Russelkonda, Belguntha, Purusottampur, Khallikot, 
Boirani and Bolgarh in the Ganjam District on the 6th and 
7th Dec. 1927. He developed high blood pressure due to 
excessive exertion. He took rest for three days in Bolgarh 
District Board Dak Bungalow. Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy 
and Mr. Andrews came to see him on receipt of the 
information regarding his health. 


After three days’ rest Gandhiji visited Khurda and 
Jatni on the 12th December and Puri the next day. Then he 
came to Balasore on the 14th from Puri. He visited 
Bhadrak on the 16th and stayed for two days in Charbatia, 
a village in the interior of Bhadrak sub-division. He visited 
Cuttack on the 20th December and left for Madras next 
day. By his long tour in Orissa Gandhiji gathered first- 
hand knowledge about the condition of the people of 
Orissa. 


On the 17th June 1928 Pandit Gopabandhu Das, the 
founder of Utkal Provincial Congress Committee and 
true friend of the poor and distressed, expired. It was a 
great loss for Orissa ; the void created by his loss has not 
yet been filled up by any one of his moral, social and 
political stature. 
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SALT SATYAGRAHA IN ORISSA 


Like lull before the storm, six years’ of apparent lull 
prevailed in the Indian politics before the storm broke out 
with all fury and shook the imperial power in India to its 
very foundation. The British authorities who had looked 
upon the Non-Cooperation Movement as a passing phase 
of Indian nationalism without any lasting effect came to 
realise that the sleeping lion was wide awake, he could no 
longer be lulled to sleep. He would fight tooth and nail 
for his freedom. The apparent lull in political sphere from 
1923 to 1929 was a period of silent organisational 
activities preparing the people for the next phase of 
freedom struggle. So when the call came for Salt 
Satyagraha, people from interior, even Jadies, came forward 
to join the civil disobedience movement. Consequently 
the movement was a great success, 


In Orissa Congress, workers devoted themselves to 
constructive works like village organisation, Khadi 
propaganda, boycott of foreign goods from 1923 to 1929. 
This resulted in rousing of political consciousness among 
great mass of people, even in the interior areas of the 
province. A large number of people had been enrolled as 
Congress members and many had been enlisted as volunteers 
for the coming phase of freedom struggle. Thus, the 
field was well-prepared when the call came for starting 
Civil Disobedience movement. 


Mahatma Gandhi’s project of launching C.D. 
movement by undertaking salt Satyagraha had been 
known in Congress circle as early as January, 1930. The 
U. P. C. C. held a meeting at Balasore in that connection. 
It was decided in that meeting to launch Salt Satyagraha 
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in Orissa. Preparations were accordingly started in 
Congress circles. Wide publicity for the coming Salt 
Satyagraha was given “ in the interior villages and 
volunteers were enlisted. Sardar Surendra Nath Das was 
given the charge of organising the villages around Inchudi 
in Balasore coast where Salt Satyagraha was fixed to be 
launched. Surendra Nath Das, a great organiser prepared 
the field in such a solid way that it successfully stood 
the brunt of Government repression. 


While preparations were being made in the Congress 
circles for successful launching of Salt Satyagraha, the 
Government authorities were also busy in preparing plans 
for foiling the Congress Movement. The authorities had 
decided where to keep the police forces ready for 
immediate action, how to carry on counter-propaganda to 
mislead the people ; how to stop sale of contraband salt to 
be manufactured by the Salt Satyagrahis etc. So just 
before the date of launching of Salt Satyagraha both the 
sides were ready and well-prepared with their plans. 


Gandhiji started his journey for Dandi where he 
intended to break the salt law on the 12th March, 1930 
with a party of 78 Congress volunteers. Gandhiji’s historic 
journey to Dandi made a tremendous impact on the people 
of the villages through which he passed. Volunteers in 
large number came forward to participate in -~the Salt 
Satyagraha. 


Sixth April, 1930 will go down in the history of Orissa 
as an event of great historic importance. On that day 
Mahatma Gandhi broke the salt law at Dandi. The news 
of this event spread like a wild fire throughout the 
Country. Congress workers in every province came 
forward under the guidance of their leaders to launch civil 
disobedience movement. In Maharastra Congress workers 
violated forest laws by cutting down trees. In Gujrat and 
U. P. no-tax campaign was started. 
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As decided-previously U.P.C.C. had made preparations 
to launch Salt Satyagraha at Inchudi. On the 6th April 
a batch of Salt Satyagrahis under the leadership of Gopa- 
bandhu Chaudhuri started for Inchudi. The batch con- 
sisted of the following twenty-one satyagrahis (1) Acharya 
Harihara Das, (2) Murari Tripathy, (3) Gunanidhi Mohanty, 
(4) Madhabananda Das, (5) Durga Prasad Guru, (6) Sadhu 
Charan Padhi, (7) Gokulananda Mohanty (8) Gouranga 
Ch. Mohanty, (9) Ram Prasad Sahu, (10) Gobinda Ch. 
Mohanty, (11) Siba Pr. Bhagat, (12) Sudhansu Sekhar 
Gupta, (13) Biswanath Hota, (14) Radhanath Misra, 
(15) Udaynath Mohanty, (16) A. M. Mohapatra, (17) Kalipada 
Das, (18) Sridhara Moharana, (19) Balaram Das, 
(20) Golaknath De, and (21) Purna Ch. Bose. 


Gopabandhu Chaudhuri was arrested on the 8th 
April, 1930 at Kendrapara. So the satyagrahis proceeded 
under the leadership of Acharya Harihara Das. Salt 


Satyagraha was inaugurated at Inchudi under the leader- 
ship of Acharya Harihara Das on the 13th April, 1930. 


The 2nd and 3rd batches of satyagrahis started from 
Cuttack on the 9th and 13th April, 1930 respectively. 
One batch of satyagrahis from Berhampur and one from 
Sambalpur also took part in Salt Satyagraha at Inchudi. 
According to Congress organisation the volunteers were 
divided into two categories ; volunteers for propaganda 
work and satyagrahis for active participation in Salt 
Satyagraha. 


The Government, as a first step towards suppression 
of the movement, arrested such leaders as Gopabandhu 
Chaudhuri, Atal Behari Acharya, Jadumani Mangare}, 
Harekrushna Mahtab, P. K. Padhiari Gobind Ch. Misra, 
Krupasindhu Hota, Chintamani Misra, Kishore Mohan 
Joardar, Krushna Ch. Pradhan, Ram Prasad Singh, 
Purna Ch. Bose, Rajkrushna Bose, Lakshmi Narayan 
Misra, Sibaramji Kalyanji and many others were arrested. 
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Another very intersting and important matter to be 
noted in this connection is that many students like 
Surendra Nath Pattnaik, Krupasindhu Khuntia, Bhupendra 
Nath Bose, Niranjan Ghose, Chakradhara Satpathy, 
Chintamani Misra, Brajamohan Singh, Gatikrushna Swain, 
Sadasib Sarangi, Akulananda Behera and others left their 
studies in colleges and joined Civil Disobedience Movement. 


Salt Satyagraha continued in Inchudi despite stiff 
resistance from the police who committed repressive acts 
on the satyagrahis. But the spirit of the people remained 
undaunted. The police confiscated the salt manufactured 
by the satyagrahis and smashed their implements. 


The people of the villages were very sympathetic 
with the satyagrahis. They rendered every help to them. 
But they completely boycotted the police and other 
Government officers. 


° 
With progress of Salt Satyagraha at Balasore 
arrangements were made for salt manufacture at Kujang 
in the Cuttack District. Narayan Birabar Samanta and 
Srimati Bhagyabati Devi, the Rani of Kujang took lead in 
the matter and collected male and female satyagrahis for 
the purpose. 


In Orissa Dainik Asha of Berhampur, the weekly 
Samaja of Puri and the weekly Prajatantra were the 
nationalist newspapers besides the Utkal Dipika which 
also published news about political events in Orissa and 
commented on the actions of the Government. The 
weekly Samaja and Prajatantra started daily publi. 
cations from the 6th April and the 13th April, 1930 
respectively. They not only published the progress of 
Civil Disobedience Movement in the province but also 
criticised the Government for the policy adopted by them 
for suppressing the Movement. These papers helped to 
maintain the morale of the satyagrahis and to keep up 
the patriotic zeal of the people at large. They criticised 
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the Government for their repressive and despotic actions; 
so they incurred the displeasure of the Government. There- 
fore notices were served on ihe‘ Prajatantra, the Samaja 
and the Utkal Sevraka papers under the Press Ordinance 
Act. In protest the papers stopped publication in May 
1930. However, a new daily bulletin Satyagraha Sambad 
was published from Swaraj Asram at Balasore. Samaja 
also brought out a bulletin Sambada. Another news 
paper Young Utkal edited by Bhubanananda Das also 
published news about Satyagraha and commented on the 
Government actions in respect of the Movement. 


Govenment also took steps for propaganda against the 
Congress papers supporting Government actions and conde- 
mning Congress activities in the Darpan a Government 
newspaper. Raja of Kanika arranged for publication of 
this paper. Government also made arrangement for 
publication of another paper Satya Samachar through the 
medium of Jana Kalyan Samiti a governmfent-sponsored, 
institution intended to carry on pro- Government propaganda 
among the people. Besides, following Oriya-books 
published by the Government were distributed among the 
people. 


Hartalara Kuphala (Evil effects of Hartal) 
Gramya Prahari (Village Watchman) 
Vidyalaya Pickettingra Kuphala 


(Evil effets of picketting in schools) 


Government also distributed the following pamphlets 
to the officers to guide them in their pro-Government 
propaganda. 


Getting across. 
Freedom 
Congress programme 


Civil Disobedience. 
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Oriya poets made substantial contribution towards the 
success of the Civil Disobedience Movement in Orissa. 
Their poems inspired the ‘people with the national spirit. 
So they came forward to participate in the Movement. 
These publications were : 


Palasira Abasane 
Swarajyara Daka 
Pataka Uttolana 

Jatiya Sangeeta 
Udbodhana Sangeeta 
Hindu-Musalman Ekata 
Linamara Geeta 

Veera Vidrohi 

Aahwan 

Arata Mahima etc. 


Of those books the following were confiscated by the 
Government. * 


Lunamara Geeta by Lakshmi Kanta Mahapatra. 
Veera Vidrohi by Ram Prasad Singh. 

Aahwana by Kuntala Kumari Sabat. 

Palasira Abasane by Harekrushna Mahtab. 
Swarajya Pala by Nityananda Mahapatra. 


Salt Satyagraha continued in full swing in the months 
of April and May, 1930. Though most of the leaders 
had been arrested and sent to jail, the tempo of Satyagraha 
did not stop. Enthusiastic volunteers poured in to take 
part in the Movement risking the repression they had 
to face. When police repression became acute in Srijang, 
the Congress changed its tactics by opening centres at 
different places, like Sartha in Singla P.S., Kherang in 
Soro P.S., Parkhi in Balasore P.S., and Chudamani in 
Baliapal P.S. The spread of the field of operation 
of the Movement greatly inconvenienced the Government 
action to control all the centres. 
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On the 5th May, 1930 Mahatma Gandhi was arrested. 
The Government hoped that Gandhiji’s arrest would have a 
great depressing effect on the *Movement which would 
naturally stop for want of leadership and source of 
inspiration. But the news of Gandhiji’s arrest spread like 
a wild fire throughout the country. Instead of having any 
depressing effect on the ‘Movement, it made the people 
ever more determined to carry on the movement more 
vigorously, 


In Orissa a new centre was opened at Kujang in the 
Cuttack District. As stated above Narayan Birabar 
Samanta and the Rani of Paradip were the organisers of 
this centre. Volunteers came crowding to take part in the 
Salt Satyagraha in this centre. Special feature of Satyagraha 
in this centre was that a large number of lady volunteers 
took part in the Movement. 


Srimati Rama Devi and Srimati Malati Chaudhuri 
organised the women’s section of the Satyagraha. This 
posed new problem for the Government Officers. Salt 
Satyagraha was started in Kujang on the 17th May 1930. 
The operation centre of the Movement was extended to 
Pandua and Khandkir. Satyagrahis changed their centres 
of operation much to the inconvenience of the Government 
authorities. 


Banara Sena was another special feature of the Salt 
Satyagraha. Many young boys within their teens joined 
the Movement. They constituted the Banara Sena. 
They caused immense trouble to police staff as they could 
hardly be controlled despite very harsh treatment of them 
in the hands of the police. 


In the Puri District, Salt Satyagraha centre was opened 
at Kuhudi on the 22nd May, 1930, But due to stiff police 
arrangements the operation could not make much progress. 
However, salt was manufactured by satyagrahis under the 
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leadership of Nilakantha Das at Astarang towards the end 
of May, 1930. In Ganjam District Salt Satyagraha was 
organised at Ganja where a Satyagrahi camp was set 
up. Biswanath Das, Dibakar Patnaik, Niranjan Patnaik and 
Sashibhusan Rath, supervised the Satyagraha operation at 
Ganja. A batch of satyagrahis from Koraput under the 
leadership of Radhakrushna Biswas Roy participated in 
the Salt Satyagraha at Ganja. Sashibhusan Rath, Biswanath 
Das, Dibakar Patnaik and Narasingha Sahu were arrested. 
Sarala Devi who had been to Berhampur was also 
arrested there. 


In Sambalpur there was no opportunity for Salt 
Satyagraha. A committee was constituted under the 
Chairmanship of Gangadhar Mahapatra to consider steps 
to be taken in respect of the C.D. movement. It was 
decided to send four batches of Satyagraha to Balasore 
to take part in the Salt Satyagraha there. 


The tempo’ of Satyagraha operation greatly slowed 
down by-end of June on account of the coming rainy season. 
But the workers applied themselves to propaganda work, 
picketting of foreign cloth and excise shops and other 
organisational works. 


On the 12th July 1930 there was some conflict 
between the villagers of Srijang and other neighbouring 
villages and the police force was posted there. This event 
took place in connection with the movement organised 
for non-payment of Chowkidari-tax. Police arrested 36 of 
the villagers and perpetrated inhuman tyranny in the 
concerned villages, for which villagers left their hearth 
and home and fled away. Police looted the property of the 
people and committed oppression on the innocent women 
folk of the villages. 


Thus ended the famous Salt Satyagraha in Orissa 
in which about 3000 workers were sent to jail besides 
the leaders. Despite all precautions of the Government 
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authorities and inhuman repressive action of the police 
the movement was a wonderful success. The participation 
of ladies and participation of young boys under the name 
Banara Sena were two special features of this movement. 


A pact was signed between Mahatma Gandhi and 
the then Governor General, Lord Irwin on the 5th March 
1931. All the political Congress workers sentenced to 
imprisonment during Salt Satyagraha were set free. 
According to the terms of the pact the people’s right 
for manufacture of Salt for their consumption and also 
for peaceful picketting were admitted, Thus the Govern- 
ment of India had, at last, to admit defeat indirectly. 
Orissa’s contribution in this movement was very 
sub-stantial. 


The Gandhi-Irwin pact was a temporary arrangement 
to halt the mass C.D. movement which almost shook the 
foundation of the Government and also to induce Mahatma 
Gandhi to participate in the Second Round Table Conference 
at London. Gandhiji attended the Second R.T, Conference 
in London (September—December 1931). But Gandhiji 
returned to India on the 28th December 1931 without 
success. The failure was due to disagreement on the 
question of separate electorate for Muslims and Harijans. 


When Gandhiji returned to India he found that the 
Government had again taken to repressive policy. In Bengal 
ordinance rule had been established. Leaders like Khan 
Abdul Gafar Khan and Jawaharlal Nehru had been arrested. 
So there was no other alternative for Gandhiji but to 
resume individual and mass C.D. movement. Lord 
Willingdon, the-then Governor General of India took stern 
steps to suppress the movement. Gandhiji was arrested 
on the 4th January 1932. About 1,20,000 people were 
arrested and sent to prisons in India in connection with this 
movement which continued till April, 1934 when 
Gandhiji withdrew from the movement, 
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In Orissa, Acharya Harihara Das, Gopabandhu 
Chaudhuri, H. K. Mahtab, Rama Devi, Nanda Kishore Das 
and others were arrested. Congress institutions like District 
Congress Committees and Gopabandhu Daridra Narayan 
Samity etc. were declared unlawful and closed up. 
Siwaraj Tarang a booklet written by Sitanath Barik was 
confiscated. Upendra Panda, the publisher of Prajatantrd 
was arrested for distributing Congress bulletins. In Cuttack 
Swaraj Ashram and Alakashram, Bargarh Congress office 
in the Sambalpur District and Nar! Ashram of Balasore 
were closed. 

Government also took steps to make counter 
propaganda against Congress through People’s Welfare 
Association’ set up for keeping contact with the people 
and to serve as the forum for Government propaganda. 
A news bulletin, Satya Samachar was also published for 
propaganda purpose. 


The 1932 Congress Session was to be held at Puri in 
Orissa. The organisers were busy making the preparation 
for the session. But the news of Mahatma Gandhiji’s 
arrest cast cold water on the enthusiasm of the Congress 
leaders of Orissa. The question of holding the next session 
of Congress at Puri was dropped, as the Government 
confiscated everything collected for the purpose on the 
10th June 1932. 


The notorious Communal Award of the British 
Government was announced in March, 1932. In protest, 
Gandhiji started his fast unto death. However, the crisis 
was resolved in 6 days through the efforts of Dr. Ambedkar 
and others. Congress conceded 151 seats to Harijans 
in place of 71 provided in the Award. After this event 
Congress workers devoted themselves to Harijan uplift 
and eradication of untouchability. 


Mahatma Gandhi paid a visit to Orissa for propaganda 
in connection with Harijan uplift and abolition of 
untouchability, He arrived at Puri on the 8th May 1934. 
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He did not enter into Sri Jagannath temple as it was not 
open for Harijans. He started for Cuttack on foot visiting 
the villages of Vira Purusottamplur, Chandanpur, Balianta 
etc. on the wayside. In those places he addressed people 
and urged them to abolish untouchability from society, At 
Cuttack he addressed a vast gathering on the 16th May 
1934. Thereafter he started for Patna to attend A.I.C.C. 
meeting. From Patna he again came back and took rest 
for two days in Gandhi Sevasram at Champapur. Then he 
visited Bhadrak and stayed there for three days. Gandhiji’s 
visit to Orissa ended on the 8th June, 1934. 


During the period 1934 to 1936, a sort of lull 
prevailed in political circle in Orissa. Congress workers 
were engaged in organisational workes. Eradication of 
untouchability and Harijan uplift works were given due 
importance. 

Ist April 1936 is a very memorable day for the people 
of Orissa on account of the fact that Qrissa became a 
separate province on that day. 


The Congress activities in Orissa were also directed 
towards uplift of the condition of the agriculturists or 
Kisans. The Kisan Movement gradually became wide- 
spread and more organised. Meetings of Kisan Sabha 
were held in different parts of the province under the 
auspices of the Provincial Congress. N. K. Chaudhuri, 
H. K. Mahtab, Dibakar Patnaik, Gati Krushna Swain and 
Srimati Malati Chaudhuri were appointed as members of 
the Working Committee of All India Krusaka Sabha. 
Harijan-uplift work was also taken up in right earnest by 
the Congress workers alongwith Kisan Movement. 
Centres were opened all over Orissa for training workers 
in this work. On the 2nd July, 1935 the Government of 
India Act was passed in two parts, one relating to 
Provincial Autonomy and the other relating to Federal 
Centre. The part one was decided to be worked out first. 
For that purpose, elections were to be held in February 


1937. 
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A.I.C.C. permitted all Provincial Congress Committees 
to set up their candidates to contest the election and 
asked them to constitute a Parliamentary Committee to 
arrange for managing the election matters on a sound 
basis. 


A new political party under the name Orissa 
Nationalist Party was formed by Mandhata Gorachand 
Pattnaik on the 3rd October, 1936. The Rajas of Parla 
and Dharakot lent patronage to this newly-formed party. 
A meeting of this party was held at Puri on the 4th 
October. The Raja of Parla, Brajasundar Das, Srikrushna 
Mahapatra, Birakishore Roy, Chintamani Acharya and 
others attended the meeting. 


The Congress workers remained busy with election 
campaign. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru visited Orissa on the 
10th November 1936. He visited Jagatpur, Bahugram 
Salepur, Chandol, Kendrapara, and addressed meetings 
during his tour’ When he came to Cuttack, he was 
given a very warm and hearty reception by the citizens 
of Cuttack. He also visited Berhampur and addressed 
a meeting there. Visit of Nehru was a source of great 
inspiration to the Congress workers in their election 
campaign. Pandit Nehru's visit did a lot in making people 
Congress-minded and made them make up their minds in 
favour of Congress during coming election. Election was 
held in January 1937. Congress contested 37 out of 
60 seats and won 36 seats. Thus Congress secured 
absolute majority. In a meeting of the Congress M.L.A’s 
held on 7th March 1937 the following office-bearers were 
elected. 

1) Biswanath Das, Leader. 

2) Nanda Kishore Das, Dy. Leader. 

3) Nityananda Kanungo, Joint Secretary. 

4} Jagannath Misra, Joint Secretary. 

5) Jadumani Mangaraj, Chief Whip. 

6) Sarala Devi, Dy. Chief Whip 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


86 


The Governor of Orissa invited the leader of the 
Congress M.L.A.s to from ministry. Congress party 
demanded assurance from the ,Governor that he would 
not exercise his special powers. The Governor, however, 
could not give that assurance; consequently the Congress 
ministry could not be formed. 


Governor then invited Maharaja of Parlakemundi to 
form ministry. Tlhe invitation was accepted and a 
ministry was formed under the leadership of Maharaja of 
Parlakemundi. Other members of the ministry were 
Mandhata Gorachand Pattnaik and Moulavi Latifar Rahaman. 
The ministry was formed with effect from 1.4.1937. 


On the 17th July, 1937, A.I.C.C. member in-charge of 
Bihar-Orissa-Assam Zone, came to Cuttack and discussed 
with the Utkal Congress leaders about formation 
of Congress ministry. It was decided that Utkal Congress 
should form ministry with Biswanath Das as Chief Minister, 


Congress ministry was formed on the 19th July, 1937. 
The ministry consisted of 3 members—Biswanath Das as 
Chief Minister and Nityananda Kanungo and Bodhram 


Dubey as ministers. People hailed the formation of 
Congress ministry. 


The 4th meeting of Gandhi Seva Sangha was held at 
Delang from 26th to 31st March 1938, All India leaders 
like Mahatma Gandhi, Sardar Baliabhbhai Patel, Rajendra 
Prasad and Maulavi Abul Kalam Azad attended the meeting. 


The second world war broke out in September, 1939. 
Congress resented involvement of India without consulting 
public opinion in India. So it was decided that Congress 
ministry should resign in protest and Congress workers 
would carry on anti-war agitation. Accordingly the 
Congress ministry in Orissa resigned on the 4th November 
1939. Thereafter the U.P.C.C. devoted itself to Harijan 
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uplift work, abolition of untouchability, anti-war propaganda 
along with other organisational works. 


The campaign of individual Satyagraha was started in 
December, 1940. The following leaders of the U.P.C.C. 
joined the first batch of Satyagrahis. 


1) Harekrushna Mahtab 
2) Sarala Devi 

3) Bodharam Dubey 

4) Biswanath Das 

5) Nityananda Kanungo 
6) Sadasiva Tripathy 

7) Mohan Das 

8) Nabakrushna Chaudhuri 


9) Radhakrushna Biswas Ray 
10) Lokanath Misra 


Besides the leaders, large number of Congress workers 
offered Satyagraha individually and courted arrest. The 
Individual Satyagraha, unlike mass C D. movement, did 
not impress the authorities. They took it a weak and 
ineffective movement of the spent-up Congress. But 
actually it evoked much interest in the people and helped 
the Congress workers in their various organisational 
works and also enrolment of volunteers for the next 
phase. Thus the years 1940-41 constituted a period of 
well-organised silent campaign in the interior villages 
for enlisting solid sympathy of the people for the coming 
struggle. 


Individual Satyagraha was temporarily suspended in 
December, 1941. The Congress workers including those 
released from jail were directed to devote themselves 
to constructive and organisational work in the villages, 
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On the 3rd November, 1941 a Coalition Ministry was 
formed with Maharaja of Parlakimendi as Chief Minister 
and Pandit Godabaris Misra and Maulavi Abdus S. Khan 
as ministers. 


Menace of Japanese invasion of India loomed large 
in the political sphere in February 1942. Congress decided 
to co-operate with Government in matter of civil defence 
in case of Japanese invasion. It was decided to form 
a corps of volunteers for protection of the people. 
Volunteers were trained in different camps for self- 
sufficiency in self-protection, first-aid etc. 


In july, 1942 Gandhiji began to write in Harijan 
about his ‘Quit India’ formulae in order that all may 
know about it end the concerned may be prepared to 
implement it, if this formulae was accepted by the 
A.1.C.C. meeting at Bombay. As expected the A.L.C.C. in 
its Bombay session passed the ‘Quit India’ resolution 
on the 9th August 1942. 


The Government had made plans to nip the things 
in the bud; so they imprisoned all the A.I.C.C. members 
and also other Congress leaders in the provinces. The 
Government thought that the people without leaders 
would be a ship without a captain. But by 1942 the 
political consciousness of ordinary people had been far 
higher than what it was in 1920. Besides, the Congress 
had prepared the field so well that people came forward 
to implement the ‘Quit India’ resolution on their own. 
They assumed such alarming proportion that Government 
authorities were taken by surprise and were almost 
overwhelmed. 


The lull that prevailed in 1940 and 1941 was just a 
prelude to the brewing storm. When ‘Quit India’ resolu- 
tion was passed on the 9th August and leaders were 
taken into custody the rudderless ship of popular 
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movement neither sank nor was driven hither and thither 
in the vast wilderness of*the political sea. Captain was not 
there, of course, but his lieutenants trained with care, 
handled the ship with efficiency and steered it safely to its 
goal despite all obstacles and obstructions. Imprisonment of 
the Congress leaders all over India rang the alarm bell which 
alerted the people for immediate action. Then the storm 
broke forth in all its fury and shook the Government to its 
foundation. The Government officers were happy with the 
idea that they had stolen a march on the I.N. Congress and 
had been able to nip the coming movement in the bud. But 
the fury of the storm of popular movement overwhelmed 
them to such an extent that they did not know how to 
handle the situation. 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


90 


AUGUST REVOLUTION, 1942 


The August Revolution of 1942 was the last phase of 
freedom struggle in India. As stated above the Government 
authorities were almost sure that the movement would 
fizzle out since the people would be deprived of the 
guidance and inspiration of their leaders who were behind 
bars. Besides, all the Congress institutions all over the 
country were declared illegal and were sealed up. So, they 
thought that Congress activities would stop. In Orissa all 
Congress leaders were arrested and all Congress institu- 
tions were sealed up. Despite all these precautions the 
thing did not turn out as expected in official quarters. The 
movement, despite lack of leaders and sealing up of Con- 
gress centres, attained the highest tempo under the 
guidance of loca! leaders. It was because the field had been 
prepared so thoroughly that people came out voluntarily in 
large number to ‘do or die’ as Mahatma Gandhi directed. 


Mahatma Gandhi left the following instructions for the 
people before he was arrested. 


i) Demolish the prevailing system of Government 


and form alternative Government. 
ii) Form an army of peace in each Panchayat. 
iii) Disobey Government laws. 


iv) Carry on salt manufacture, stop payment of tax 
and violate forest laws. 


v) Demand land for peasants. 
vi) Boycott all persons who are against Congress. 


vii) Endeavour to gain over police. 
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It is true that the Congress had prepared the field on a 
solid basis for the last phase of freedom struggle but some 
other factors led the people to join Congress movement 
en masse. ? 

Severe economic depression during the war, shooting 
up of prices, introduction of the harassing control system 
and scarcity of essential goods hit the common people hard 
and made them desperate. They did realise that India was 
suffering from the effects of the war with which the Indians 
were not concerned in any way. The war was also respon- 
sible for famine Conditions in some parts of the country 
resulting in death of thousands. For all these reasons people 
in their utter desperation responded to the call of the 
Congress and came forward in large number to take active 
part in the August Revolution. 


The most important feature of the August Revolu- 
tion ’42 was the unprecedented mass participation in the 
movement and the feeling of courage and tenacity displayed 
by the people in facing armed forces. In some cases 
firing had to be resorted to resulting in death and casual-e 
ties. Barring such cases of firing the acts of sabotage 
committed by the people during the movement were not of 
such magnitude as to endanger Government position. But 
the courage and tenacity displayed by the common people 
who were being treated as dumb-driven cattle so far 
constituted a great surprise for the officials and created a 
feeling of alarm among them as to the future of the 
administration. The acts of sabotage committed by the 
people were of the following nature : 


1) Cutting of telegraph and telephone wires, 


2) Raiding of post-offices, tahsil and other small 


offices and destruction of their records and furniture. 


3) Assault on chaukidars, daffadars and other police 
officers, 
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4) Rescuing arrested persons from police custody, 


5) Burning of Zamindari kutcheris and assault on 


~ 


excise shops. 
6) Snatching away of mail bags from dak-runners and 
7) Violating forest laws by cutting down trees. 


The above acts of sabotage were rather casual than 
regular. They were not attached much importance to by 
the officers. But, as stated above, it was the mentality 
and attitude of the common people that alarmed the 
officers. Many people were arrested in connection with 
those acts of sabotage. But the police were not so much 
concerned about them. They were out for a much bigger 
hunt. They were in search for those ring leaders who were 
directing and guiding the people from their under-ground 
hide-outs. 


A few major incidents took place during, the August 
Revolution in which firing was resorted to resulting in 
, death and casualties. These incidents are briefly described 
below districtwise. 
Balasore District ( 17th August, 1942 ) 


Raid on Bhandaripokhari P. S. 


On the 17th August a mob of about four thousand 
armed with lathis assembled in Bhandaripokhari and 
proceeded towards the police station. There were only 
three constables and one A.S.l. in the police station. The 


people entered the police station, assaulted the constables, 
smashed the furniture, tore the records and set fire to the 
police station. The A.S,l. escaped to a near-by village 
and took shelter there. One of the injured constables 
managed to escape and send information of the raid to the 
S.D.O., Bhadrak who informed the D.M. The people had 
cut telegraph wires and had dismantled a wooden bridge 
on the road from Bhadrak to Bhandaripokhari. The D.M. 
came with a large force of armed police and arrested 
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Jagannath Das and Dwarikanath Das, the leaders and 
imposed a collective fine of Rs. 6000/- on twelve villages. 


Lunia (Dhamnagar P.S.) firing (22nd Sept. 42) 


Dhusri area under the Dhamnagar P.S. was in a 
disturbed state owing to the fact that people of that area 
had set up a parallel Government under the leadership of 
Muralidhar Panda. According to Government report 
lawlessness and extortion prevailed in the area. So 
Government ordered arrest of Muralidhar Panda. The S.l. 
of Police of Dhamnagar P.S. received information that 
Muralidhar Panda was in village Srijanga. So the Sil. 
with available force of 14 constables, two havildars, 
12 chaukidars and one daffadar set out to arrest Muralidhar 
Panda on 21.9, 42. On reaching village Srijanga the S.l. 
came to know that Muralidhar Panda had moved to 
Katisahi, his village. The S.I. went to Katisahi with his 
force on the 22nd Sept, 42. There he faced a crowd of 
3000 people. Muralidhar Panda refused to be arrested 
and asked the police party to go back. When the Sl. 
approached the crowd with one constable to explain the 
situation to them, some among the crowd took the move 
of the S.l, of police as a challenge. So they rushed forward 
and struck the S.I. and the constable who fell down. The 
constable after being struck fired a blank shot with his rifle. 
It served as a signal for firing. Thirtyfive rounds were fired. 
Nine persons were killed and many were wounded. The 
police retreated in such panic that they did not pick up the 
dead and the wounded. But Muralidhar Panda came to 
Bhadrak with six dead bodies and five wounded persons. 
He surrendered himself to police. 


Khairadehi firing (26th Sept. 1942) 


Some people insulted the S.I. of Khaira P,S. in Turigarhia 
hat. So one Inspector of police with armed force was 
sent to arrest the leaders on the 27th September, ’42. The 
police party faced an armed mob of about 400 people. The 
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police declared the assembly unlawful and ordered it to 
disperse. The mob, moved forward instead of retreating. 
So firing was ordered, The police fired but no one was 
wounded. Thereafter police retired. Next day, ‘that is on 
the 28th September, 42, the Inspector with the S.l.s of 
Khaira and Soro P.S. proceeded to Khaira and arrested 
some persons. But they did not find Baidynath Rout. 
So the police searched some closed houses breaking open 
the doors. The people set fire to the houses to trap ithe 
police party. After search when the police party proceeded 
towards Dantur, a large armed mob followed them. They 
were asked to disperse but without heeding the warning, 
the mob moved forward. So firing was ordered and 
two persons proceeding ahead were hit and fell down. 
One was injured. At this the people retreated followed by 
police. The police again made some searches but did not 
find the ring-leader. 


Again at 3 P. M. a crowd of about 100 persons 
surrounded the police with the intention of taking posse- 
ssion of the dead bodies. When they did not disperse 
after warning, police opened fire killing one. At this the 
crowd retreated. 


Eram Firing (28th September, 1942) 


The firing at Eram on the 28th September, 1942 may 
be aptly termed as Mini Jallianwalabagh tragedy of 1919. 
Twenty-six people lost their lives and fifty-eight persons 
were wounded in the firing. 


A group of 25 villages situated between two rivers and 
sea formed a sort of island and was almost inaccessible 
during rainy season. Taking advantage of this situation 
people of the villages under Anirudha Mohanty and other 
Congress leaders declared their freedom. They were asked 
not to pay taxes, loot the paddy stores of rich people and 
take way the uniforms of chaukidars and daffadars which 
were to be burnt. The law and order situation in the area 
deteriorated to a great extent; section 144 of Cr. P.C. 
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was promulgated in the area. A party of armed police 
under a D.S.P. was sent to Arrest the leaders. On receipt 
of the news of arrival of police force the people came out 
in large number to face the force. Some people snatched 
away the kit bags of the police. So the police came out 
to meet the assembled people. The assembly was declared 
unlawful. The crowd was ordered to disperse. The mob 
did not disperse and stood firmly facing the police in an 
adamant attitude. So firing was ordered. About 50 rounds 
were fired in consequence of which twenty-six persons 
were killed and fifty-eight were wounded. Government 
ordered an enquiry into the incident by the Revenue 
Commissioner and the 1.G. of police jointly. They reported 
that firing was necessary in the circumstances. 


These are the major events of the Balasore District 
during the August Revolution. 
Cuttack District : 


Kaipada firing, 26.8.42 

In the district of Cuttack there was only one case of 
firing at Kaipada on the 26th August, 42. The post-office 
at Kaipada was burnt by the mob on the 17th August, 42. 
So one armed police force under a D.S.P. was sent on the 
26th August, 42 to arrest the leader. The police party was 
confronted by a gathering of about 3000 people. Police 
arrested eleven persons. The Magistrate who accompanied 
the police force declared the crowd unlawful and ordered 
their dispersal. Since the crowd stood adamant without 
heeding the order of the police party was ordered to fire. 
At this the crowd dispersed. In the afternoon when the 
police was going back taking with them the persons 
arrested, again a crowd of about 3000 people assembled 
with the intention of rescuing the prisoners. The crowd 
was declared unlawful and ordered to disperse. The 
people did not heed the order; pushed forward to attack 
the police party. So firing was ordered. Five persons (one 
person according to official report} were killed and 
12 injured, 
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Puri District : 
Firing at Nimapara, 16-9-1942. ” 


People of a number of villages gathered at Nimapara 
to hold a meeting. In the meeting it was decided to 
withold all taxes and rent and to persuade the police-staff 
to resign their posts. Accordingly a body of about 500 
people went to the gate of the police station. The people 
tried to garland the police officers and hoist flag on the 
police station. The police prevented them from entering 
into the compound of the police station. So the people 
threw brickbats and stones at the police injuring some of 
the police-staff, So, after warning firing was opened to 
disperse the crowd. One person was killed and sixteen 


wounded as a result of firing. Thereafter the crowd 
dispersed. 


Koraput District : ¢ 


Firing at Mathili on 21st Aug. ’42 & at Papdahandi 
on 24th Aug. 42. 
Firing, by police was resorted to in two places in the 


District, at Mathili on the 21st August, and next at 
Papdahandi in Nowrangpur taluk on the 24th August, 42. 


Trouble started in the Koraput district from the 16th 
August, 42. People gathered in large numbers in market 
places, held meetings and attacked excise shops and 
Government offices. 


On the 21st August, 42, about a thousand people 
assembled at Mathili in Malkangiri taluk with the object of 
raiding Government offices including the police-station 
under the leadership of Lakshman Naik. After raiding the 
excise shops and some Government offices the crowd 
proceeded to raid the police-station. The police party 
were prepared to meet the crowd. The crowd tried to 
raid the police-station. One forest-guard was fatally 
wounded and some members of the police-staff also 
sustained injuries. In this tense situation police opened 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


97 


fire. Eighteen rounds were fired. One person was killed 


and four were injured. On the government side the forest 
guard died due to his wound. 


Papdahandi firing ( 24. 8. 1942 ) 


On the 24th August, 42, a crowd of about 3000 
persons mostly armed, proceeded towards Papdahandi with 
the main object of raiding the police station there. A 
police party intercepted them on the road. Police ordered 
the crowd to disperse but the warning fell flat on the 
crowd. The crowd moved forward to attack the police 
party, and one of them hit a subahdar with lathi. A cons- 
table was hit with an axe. As the police party feared that 
it would be overwhelmed by the crowd firing was ordered. 
Thirty rounds were fired in consequence of which twelve 
persons died on the spot and fourteen were injured, of 
whom three died in the hospital. 


Thus, firing was resorted to by the police on seven 
occasions in the Province and the total number of death in 
consequence of firing was sixty. Besides, a large number of 
people were wounded in the firing. Hundreds of persons were 
arrested in connection with the August movements. From 
figures available, besides those who died due to firing, 2147 
people sustained injuries in firing and lathi-charge, 190 
persons were arrested, 560 Congress workers were taken 
into custody as political prisoners and property worth 
about 11.200 rupees was confiscated by the government. 

It may be noted here that of the people arrested 
in connection with raid on Mathili police station in Koraput 
the leader Lakshman Nayak was awarded capital punish- 
ment and was hanged in the Berhampur jail on the 28th 
August,’42. Among others four were acquitted and rest 


were sentenced to life imprisonment. 


Cuttack Conspiracy Case : 


The main source of inspiration and guidance of the 
people during the August Revolution was the underground 
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organisation of leaders who had escaped arrest and for 
whom the police officers were making frantic searches. At 
last they were arrested and a criminal case under the name, 
Cuttack Conspiracy Case was instituted against them. The 
persons arrested in that connection were Surendra 
Nath Dwivedy, Nisamani Khuntia, Banka Behari Das, 
Sachidananda Misra, Narasingha Ch. Mohanty, Adikanda 
alias Nabaghana Behera, Lokanath Misra, Jadumani Jena, 
Biswanath Parida, Gour Ch. Das, Piarimohan Das, 
Dukhishyam Padhi, Ramakanta Das, Ghanasyam Patnaik, 
Bhairab Charan Mohanty and Narayan Prasad Mohanty. 


They were charged under 120B of IL.P.C. read with 
Rule 38 (5) of D. 1. Rules and under section 171 of LP.C 
section 126 of Railway Act, Section 25 of the Telegraph 
Act and sub-rule (5) of Rule 38 of D. [. Rules. After 
trial by special Judge, J. E. Meher, following sentences were 
awarded to the accused, 


Surendranath Dwivedy — 6 years R. I. 
Biswanath Parida — 4 years R. I. 
Ghanasyam Patnaik — 4 years R. I. 
Bhairab Ch. Mohanty — 4 years R. I. 
Nisamani Khuntia _— 5 years R. LI. 
Banka Behari Das — 5 years R. I. 
Narasingh Ch. Mohanty — 5 years R. [. 
Lokanath Misra — 5 years R. I. 
Nabaghana Behera — 5 years R. I. 
Gour Ch. Das -— 5 years R. I. 
Piarimohan Das — 5 years R. 1. 
Dukhishyam Padhi — 5 years R. I. 
Ramakanta Das — 5 years R., I. 
Narayan Pr. Mohanty — 5 years R. 1. 


The accused were recommended to be treated as 
First Division political prisoners. 


Sachidananda Misra and Jadumani Jena were 
acquitted. 
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Lokanath Misra, Bhairab Ch. Mohanty, Banka B. Das, 
Narayan Pr. Mohanty, Biswanath Parida. Narasingh Ch. 
Mohanty, Piarimohan Das and Dukhisyam Padhi appealed 
to the High Court against the judgement of the special 
judge. The High Court only reduced the sentence in case 
of only Banka Behari Das to 2 years R. I. 


August Revolution of 1942 marked the end of free- 
dom struggle of India under the leadership of Mahatma 
Gandhi. It was a grand success in Orissa. Despite all 
efforts of the Government to mobilise public opinion in 
their favour through multiple propaganda media, like 
official publication, news paper, Satya Samachar, non- 
Congress institutions loyal to Government and the vast 
official machinery from the rank of Revenue Commissioner 
down to Tahsildar. The people who had implicit faith in 
Congress could not be won over. 


The net result of the 1942 agitation was the strong 
impression created in the minds of high authorities that the 
sleeping lion was wide awake and it could not be lulled to 
sleep again ; his demands had to be met forthwith. Events 
after 42 movement accordingly drifted towards that end, 
that is, the grant of full independence to India. 


On the 15th August ’47 India became independent, 
but it was a truncated India. The independent India was 
hemmed on two sides, east and west by Pakistan. It was 
the parting kick of the British to the Indians. 


With achievement of independence by India, the 
leaders applied themselves to the task of implementing what 
they dreamt of India in her full glory of independance. 


The story of freedom movement in Orissa will remain 
incomplete without a reference to the grim struggle of 
people of the feudatory states in Orissa for achievement of 
feedom along with their brethren in the Mughalbandi area. 
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FREEDOM STRUGGLE iN THE FEUDATORY 
STATES OF ORISSA 


The people of Feudatory states consist of a mixture 
of adivasis and those from mughalbandi area permanently 
settled there. The former live mostly in jungle and hilly 
areas and follow their own culture and ways of life. The 
light of modern civilisation has not yet fallen on most of 
them. Only those who live near the plains and come in 
contact with more civilised people have changed their ways 
of lifea little. Even today, despite government efforts 
to uplift them they are mostly in the darkness of ignorance 
and poverty. The Ruling chiefs in the Feudatory states 
were all in all subject to some nominal authority of the 
Political Agent appointed by the English government 
to supervise their affairs and to advise them. The subjects 
were governed mostly by the wish and whim of the ruler. 
There was no regular system of levying taxes ; it was 
increased at the whim of the ruler without reference to 
actual yield and paying capability of the subjects; there was 
no tenancy law guaranteeing possession of land by tenants 
who could be evicted whenever so desired by the rulers. 
There were obnoxious customs of bethi or forced labour, 
rasad or supply of ration to officers, magan or forced 
requisition of money on special occasions and suniya bheti 
or new year’s present. Thus the people in the states were 
bled white by the rulers, most of them lived in perpetual 
penury while the rulers and their officers rolled in luxury. 
Such was the condition of the people in most of the states. 
Sometime, if fortune favoured, a benevolent despot did 
something for the good of the people, but such occasions 
were rare and against the tradition of the royal families, 
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But there is a limit to patience. The most innocent 
and dumb-driven people sometimes rose in rebellion when 
they became desperate. But those uprisings were brutally 
suppressed by the state police, with the aid of police 
furnished by the Political Agent or any other government 
authority. Below is given a list of such rising in the 20th 
century. 


Rising in Bamra State 


There were five risings in Bamra state between 


1908 to 1928. 
Rising in Talcher State 


There were three risings between 1911 to 1932 on 
account of excessive taxation in various forms. 


Daspalla rising of 1914 


This rising was in connection with the adoption of 
a son by old Raja Narayan Bhanja Deo in preference to his 
cousin who, according to tradition of the state, was the 
rightful heir. The people rose in rebellion against this 
adoption which contravened the convention of the state. 
The rising was suppressed mercilessly by combined State 
and British police. 


Dhentkanal rising, 1922 


People rebelled against excessive enhancement of 
rent and modification of forest laws which greatly incon- 
venienced the people. There was some settlement and 
only the leaders were sent to jail. 


Nilgiri rising, 1928 


The people of Nilgiri state started a movement 
against the system of berhi, magan and high taxation. In 
protest, about two thousand people of the the state left 
their hearth and home and took shelter in the neighbouring 
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Balasore town. However, a settlement was reached 
between the Raja and his subjects through the intervention 


of Rev. Andrews. L 


These risings and also those that occurred in Kala- 
handi, Keonjhar, Mayurbhanj etc. in the 19th century were 
all sporadic in nature, They occurred when the patience 
of the people was taxed to the breaking point. But no orga- 
nised movement was made on all-states basis to redress 
the grievances of the people or for democratisation of 
administration till the year 1931 when Orissa States 
Peoples’ Conference was organised at Cuttack under the 
auspices of All India States Peoples’ Conference. But 
owing to unfavourable circumstances this organisation 
remained dormant till 1936 when attempts were made to 
reorganise it afresh. So the second session of All Orissa 
States Peoples’ Conference was held at Cuttack in June 
1937 under the presidentship of Pattabhi Sitaramaya. 
In that session it was decided to appoint an Enquiry 
Committee to enquire into the conditions ‘of the people and 
other prevailing circumstances in the states and to submit a 
report. The: following members were appointed as 
members of the Enquiry Committee in the meeting held in 
June 1938. 


1. H. K. Mahtab 

2. Lalmohan Patnaik 

3. Balavantray Mehta 

4. Sarangadhar Das, Secretary and: convener, 


After detailed enquiry the committee published its 
report in July 1939. 


In 1938 there was much unrest in the state of Nilgiri 
where a Prajamandal had been formed to secure civil liber- 
ties for the people. The Raja imposed heavy fine for the 
offence of inter-dining on a Social occasion. This was 
resented by the people who resorted to satyagraha under 
the guidance of Prajamandal, Many were arrested, 
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situation gradually became serious. However, the dispute 
was settled through the intervention of H. K. Manhtab. 
Mr. Solomon D. M. Balasore and Major Bazelgette, 
the-then Political Agent. The Ruler conceded some of the 
demands of the people and recognised Prajamandal as the 
representative of the people authorised to place peoples’ 
grievances before the Darbar. 


Towards the later half of the 1938 Prajamandals 
had been set up in most of the states like Nilgiri. 
Dhenkanal, Talcher. Athagad, Hindo!, Tigria, Mayurbhanj, 
Sonepur etc. to fight in an organised way against the 
tyranny and despotism of the Rulers. Pioneers of the 
movement were Sarangadhar Das and Maheswar Subahu- 
singh of Dhenkanal, Balunkeswar Acharya of Hindol, 
Radhanath Rath of Athagad, Pabitra Mohan Pradhan of 
Talcher. and Kailash Ch. Mohanty of Nilgiri. The 
Prajamandals drew inspiration from the Congress organisa- 
tion of Orissa, the leaders of which expressed full sympathy 
for them in their fight against the Rulers. People of the 
States decided to fight the utter despotism of the Rulers 
under the guidance of Prajamandal in a non-violent way, as 
it was done by the Congress. We have already stated how 
the Prajamandal agitation was partially successful in 
Nilgiri. This event was of much consequence in providing 
inspiration to Prajamandal workers in other states. 


Freedom Struggle in Dhankanal ( 1938-47 ) 


The state people of Dhenkanal had been long subjected 
to oppressions in various forms. They heartily welcomed 
the establishment of Prajamandal, which, they thought, 
would help them to face the Ruler and stand bravely 
against his oppressions. The Raja was very much 
apprehensive of the consequences of establishment of 
Prajamandal, and so he started his repressive measures and 
arrested the leaders. The people raided the jail and rescued 
the leaders. Thus started the conflict between the Raja 
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and Ahe people in which the Raja resorted to all types of 
repression including firing in as many as 18 cases in which 
some lost their lives and many were wounded. A teenager, 
Baji Rout, was shot dead by the police because the boy did 
not ferry the police force across the river. 


Due to extreme repressive action of the Ruler some 
families left the state and took shelter in mughalbandi area 
The tales of pathetic condition of the people in Dhenkanal 
reached the ears of Mahatma Gandhi who discussed about 


it in the Harijan, 


Most of the leaders of Prajamandal had been arrested 
and cast into prison. In 1942 Baishnab Ch. Pattnaik, one 
of the topranking leaders, managed to escape from jail. He 
collected some workers and raided Kamakshyanagar, the 
headquarters of Madhi Sub-Division. The magistrate and 
police officers of Kamakshyanagar were kept in their 
custody. They took possession of the treasury. They 
remained in charge of the headquarters for 15 days when 
they had to hide themselves in jungle on the approach of 
an armed police force. The state was merged in Orissa 
on the 15th December, 1947. 


Freedom Struggle in Talcher state (1938-47) 


The condition of the people in Talcher was almost 
the same as that of the people in Dhenkanal state. Pabitra 
mohan Pradhan, who was a Schoo! teacher formed a small 
society with the help of his friends Gourisankar Pradhan, 
Maguni Pradhan, Madanmohan Pradhan. and others to 
organise the people of the state to fight against the 
despotism and tyranny of the Ruler, With this aim in view 
the members of the society held meetings in different 
villages and organised the ‘people to stand firmly against 
the misrule in the state. The society carried on. this 
propaganda from 1935 to 1937, .On the 6th Sept, 1938 
Talcher Prajamandal was set up in village Kosala in Angu!l 
with Pabitra Pradhan as Chairman, Dasarathi Pani and 
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Maguni Pradhan as Joint Secretaries. The Prajamandal 
prepared a demand-sheet containing the grievances of the 
people and urging the Ruler to redress them. The demand 
sheet was presented to the Ruler. 


Then started a reign of terror. Armed police 
committed various oppressions on the people with a view 
to terrorise them into submission. On the 23rd Sept. 1938 
police opened fire on the people in village Chandrabil, in 
consequence of which five people were wounded and one 
lost his life. 


Inspite of all repressive measures Satyagraha of the 
people continued unabated. The Ruler started extreme 
form of repression to crush the organised movement. 
Mahatma Gandhi was informed of the developments in 
Taicher. He advised that some subjects should leave the 
State in protest. In accordance with the advice of Gandhiji 
a large number of people of Talcher left their hearth and 
home in the State and took shelter in Angu!l in most 
pitiable condition. The Congress Government and other 
relief societies did a lot for the refugees. Leaders like 
H. K. Mahtab, Thakkar Bappa etc. took much interest in 
the relief work. 


The refugees of Talcher attracted the attention of 
the people a!l over India; the matter was commented upon 
in newspapers. Mahatma Gandhi, C.F, Andrews and others 
took much interest in this refugee problem. The whole 
thing became a major political event of the year. 


At last the Ruler wanted a settlement of this 
problem. After some negotiation a settlement was made 
between H. K. Mahtab, on behalf of the people of Talcher 
and the political Agent, Mr. Hansi on behalf of the Ruler. 
The agreement was signed on the Z2lst March, 1939. But 
the Raja did not put his signature on the agreement 
because he was expecting spontaneous return of the 
refugees when sowing season arrived. But the refugees did 
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come back as expected. There was widespread discusslot! 
about the situation all over India. Government of India 
felt the pressure of the wigespread discussion of the 
problem. So they put pressure on the Raja to make an 
amicable settlement. There was some discussion about the 
conditions of settlement. The proposals of the Ruler were 
not acceptable to the people. So the proposed settlement 
did not materialise. 


When the refugees did not return to their homes by 
June, the Ruler made a declaration on the 25th June, 1939 
accepting most of the demands of the people. Refugees, at 
last, returned to their homes, but not their leaders. 


When the Second World War broke out in Sept. 1939 
the Ruler arrested the leading workers of Prajamandala 
under D. F. I, rules. Many of the subjects were sued in 
the court on false grounds. The Raja tried to crush the 
movement in this way, But many young leaders came 
forward to face the Raja’s machination and foiled the 
Raja’s hope of crushing the agitation. 


Pabitra Pradhan and some other leaders were 
released in January 1942, They started a parallel govern- 
ment, instead of settlement with the Ruler, Quit India 
Movement was then in full swing in Mughalbandi area. So 
the Talcher Prajamandal made preparation to wrest power 
from the Raja in August 1942, The Raja got scent of this 
move on the part of Prajamandal and made elaborate 
preparation to suppress the move, He requisitioned military 
force from the Political Agent. On the 7th Sept. 1942 
thousands of people surrounded the town and moved 
forward towards the Rajbati. The police force first fired 
fear gas; Subsequently, firing, even machine-gunning from 
plane was done to frighten away the people who dispersed 
finding it impossible to fight the armed force. There was 
no other major incident until State’s merger with Orissa im 
December 1947, 
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Miajor Bezelgette’s Murder in Ranpur (5.1.1939) 


Prajamandal of Ranpur was declared unlawful on 
2nd Jan. 1939 and some of the leaders were arrested. 
This act on the part of the Ruler was resented by the 
people, ‘On the 5th Jan. 1939 a huge crowd assembled 
before the Rajbati to demand release of their leaders. 
The Ruler in panic wired to Major Bazelgette, the Political 
Agent, seeking his help. Major Bazelgette was then in 
Nayagarh. On receipt of the wire he proceeded towards 
Ranpur with a small force. After clearing the road-blocks 
he reached Ranpur. While he was conferring with the 
Raja in the palace a huge crowd, some of whom were 
armed, gathered in front of the Rajbati. A false rumour 
was Spread that two people were killed by the police on the 
way. This infuriated the crowd. They held the Political 
Agent responsible for the death of their two brethren. 
So, when the Political Agent came out of the palace to 
pacify the crowd he was attacked. He fired one shot with 
his revolver in stlf-defence and one man. was killed, Then 
the mob caught hold of him and beat him to death. 


The death of the Political Agent was followed by a 
reign of terror. Police and military forces perpetrated 
inhuman atrocities on the people. Many ?eft their homes 
and fled to some safer place Twenty-six persons were 
arrested. After preliminary enquiry by B. Sivraman, 1.C.S., 
Jt. Magistrate, Berhampur, those persons were committed 
to Sessions Court. After trial Raghunath Mohanty was 
‘sentenced to death and many others were awarded 
sentences of transportation for life or long terms of 
imprisonment. This incident served as a rude shock to 
peaceful Satyagraha movement by Prajamandal in the 
States. 


Firing in Gangpur State (25.4.1939) 

Prajamandal was formed in 1938 in Gangpur State. 
“The Raja had increased the land revenue in 1935. The 
Mundas resented the increase. After formation of 
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Prajamandal, the Mundas stopped p:yment of rent under 
the leadership of Nirmal Munda, The State Government 
wanted to give some concession but the Mundas did not 
agree to accept it. So the Raja ordered arrest of Nirmal 
Munda on a charge of having assaulted a Chawkidar, 
Nirmal Munda was in his village Simco. The Mundas were 
determined not to allow their leader to be arrested. So an 
armed police force was sent to Simco to arrest him on the 
25th April, 1939. The Assistant Political Agent who had 
gone there with the armed police force conferred with 
people assembled there and explained to them the situation. 
While explaining the situation he lifted his hand to 
emphasise his point. But unfortunately the police force 
took it as a firing order. So they opened fire on the 
innocent people killing about 42 Mundas and wounding 12. 
This event caused a sensation in the country. Even 
Pandit Nehru condemned the event and demanded a public 
enquiry into the firing. But the Government of India 
hushed up the matter. 


These are the major events of the freedom struggle 
in the Feudatory States in Orissa. All the Orissan States 
were ultimately merged in the province of Orissa on the 
15th December 1947 except Mayurbhanj which was taken 
over by the Government of India on the lst January 1949 
and made it over to the Government of jOrissa. Thus the 
merger of all the Feudatory States in Orissa was completed. 
Atlast the century-old tyranny and despotism under which 
the people in the States suffered came to an end. The 
dream of the people to live as free citizens ultimately 
materialised. 
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